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FROM  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  /15 


UNSUBS,  BOMBING  QF^SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH^  BIRMINGHAM, 
ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTE^^fTANT.  BM. 

AT  ABOUT  TEN  NINETEEN  A.  M.  CST,  THIS  DATE  SIXTEENTH  STREET 
>^BAPTIST  CHURCH,  SIXTEENTH  STREET  AND  SIX  AVENUE  NORTH,  BIRMINGHAM 
^ BOMBED.  CHURCH  IS  LARGE  NEGRO  CHURCH  IN  WHICH  MANY  PRO  DASH 

INTEGRATION  DEMONSTRATIONS  HELD  BIRMINGHAM,  THIS  YEAR.  ALL  OFFICES 


IMMEDIATELY  ASCERTAIN  WHEREABOUTS  OF  BOMEING  SUSPECTS. 

SUTEL  IMMEDIATELY. 

END  AND  ACK 

WA  3-30  PM  OK  FBI  WA  SO 12//////  NH 
AT  2- 30  PM  OK  FBI  AT  JDR 

KX  2-30  PM  OK  FBI  KX  CLH 

JK  2-30  PM  OK  FBI  JK  RLB 

TP  2-30  AXX  0 PM  OK  FBI  TP  R1 

ME  1-30  PM  OK  FBI  ME  EM 


1 


dSt 


MO  1-30  PM  CST  OK  FBI 

NO  '1-30  Pi7 

Wjy? 


k D I 

F,B2  NO  TJ&c.B  I P'MM  Mr  , 


n <tl. 

% 
n I 

- v,r  : 


b»  SEP  161963 


FBI  SV  MCH 


ttt  Attorney  General 


Director,  FBI  -**&%*!* / 

i . > ; “ ;•; 

UNKNOWN  SCTGJECTS  ^ ‘' ! ■ ^v>l: 

BogBigg  ori^tn  gTRmu;  ^ = , 


lokBlMG^TTSM^®* 


September  16,  19 

1 - Mr.  Belmont  , 

1 - Mr.  Rosen  _ . ^ - 
1,  — Mr..  Malley  yvi'^s- 
1 — Mr.  McGowan  ' 

1 “ Mr . Lavin'  y’~-t  •V*v  :,•; 
’1‘-  Mr.  Mohr; \? %*i '-f  -■<- 
1 Mr.  DeLoach  ■-  C 
1 - Mr . Evans 
■ ■•.  . : ...:•*  . ; •'  ' >Ov 


>■  t 

i ; • . 4/p  ' <*>%  • •***  _». 


■<  « . 

^1, ; . 


Tbe  16th  Street  Baptist  Church  is  Birmingham,  •> 

Alabama,  in  which  many  pro-integration  demonstrations  have 
been  held  during  the  past  year,  was  boobed  at  approximately  vy'—v* 
10:19  a. m.,  central  Standard  Tioe,  Septeober  16,  1963, 

aged  ItTrrepc^ediy  diedTOi  a result  of  the  bonhJdg=la  *Z “ 

addition,  16  persons  were  injured.  These  consisted  of 
9 Negro  males,  5 Negro  females  and  2 white  females. 

The  rear  end  of  the  church  was  badly  damaged.  A C 

fire  marshal  in  Birmingham  advised  that  in  his  opinion,  ( 

approximately  10  sticks  of  dynamite  had  been  dropped  on  the  road 
surface  near  the  church  and  Ignited  with  a fuse-type  igniter.  • 
He  estimated  the  damage  to  the  church  at  $20,000  to  $30,000.  • ' 

Our  Birmingham  Office  immediately  instituted  a 
full  Investigation  into  this  bombing.  Investigation  is  proceeding 
with  all  possible  speed  and  the  Department  will  be  advised  of 
pertinent  developments . ^ - v 
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J I TUJTTR 


URGENT 


Tfl  am  DTDMTVftnlH  ivn  UmkTTT 


FROM  DIRECTOR  FBI  _ • w 

O '*  ■■■■■....  , 

UNSUB j BOMBING  Of  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  BIRMINGHAM, 
ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTTTHREK.  BOMBING  MATTER. 

IN  CONNECTION  WITH  INVESTIGATION  IN  CAPTIONED  BOMBING  FOLLOWING 
LEADS  SHOULD  BE  COVERED.  PHYSICAL  SURVEILLANCE  SHOULD  BE  MAINTAINED, 
TONIGHT  AND  FOR  NEXT  SEVERAL  DATS  IN  TICINTTT  OF  CHURCH  BOMBED  TO 
IDENTIFY  INDIVIDUAL  OS  INDIVIDUALS  RESPONSIBLE.  WHILE  MANY  CURIOSITY 
SEEKERS  MAY  COME  INTO  AREA,  PAST  EXPERIENCE  INDICATES  THAT  FREQUENTLY 
THOSE  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  BOMBINGS  WILL  RETURN  TO  SCENE  TO  OBSERVE 
DESTRUCTION  FOR  WHICH  THEY  ARB  RESPONSIBLE.  CHECK  ALL  MOTELS, 

SERVICE  STATIONS,  RESTAURANTS,  TAXI  CAB  COMPANIES,  BUS  COMPANIES 
AND  ANY  OTHER  SERVICE  COMPANIES  WHOSE  EMPLOYEES  MAY  REGULARLY  BE  IN 
AREA  OF  CHURCH  ON  SUNDAY  MORNINGS  TO  OBTAIN  LEADS  RE  ANY  SUSPICIOUS 


PERSONS  WHO  MAY  HAVE  been  IN  A USA  AT  PERTINENT  TIME. 
WITH  DYNAMITE  SURVEY  TO  BE  CONDUCTED,  ALSO  CHECK  AN! 

REC-  54  / 

OF  DYNAMITE  WHICH  MAY  BSPEZTINXNT  TO  INSTANT  CASK. 


TV  mVOTTTTnV 


THEFTS 


TO  CHECKING  ELAN  AND  HATE  GROUP  MEMBERS,  DETERMINE  WHEREABOUTS  OF 

10  SEP  161963 

ASA  CARTER  AND  OTHER  LOGICAL  SUSPECTS  IN  VOLUNTEERS  FOR  ALABAMA 
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fTOfflAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 
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TELETYPE  UNIT  i 


TELETYPE  TO  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
EE:  UNSUB j BOMBING  MATTER 


AND  WALLACE.  IN  THIS  CONNECTION  DETERMINE  WHETHER  ANY  ELAN  OR 
HATE  GROUP  MEMBERS  AS  WELL  AS  MEMBERS  OF  YAW  OWN  RURAL  OR  OTHER 
PROPERTY  OF  A NATURE  WHERE  EXPLOSIVES  MIGHT  BE  SECRETED.  IF  ANY 
DYNAMITE  CACHES  DISCOVERED,  CONDUCT  COMPLETE  CRIME  SCENE  SEARCH 
INCLUDING  TAKING  OF  FOOTPRINTS,  TIRE  TRACKS,  ETC.  ON  SEPTEMBER  / 
TWENTY  TWO  PHYSICAL  SURVEILLANCE  SHOULD  BE  CONDUCTED  AT  APPROXIMATE 
HOURS  OF  BOMBINGS  IN  VICINITY  OF  CHURCH  IN  EFFORT  TO  IDENTIFY  - 
INDIVIDUALS  WHO  PASSED  THROUGH  THE  AREA  DURING  PERTINENT  PERIOD. 

IT  IS  TO  BE  NOTED  THAT  INDIVIDUALS  WHO  REGULARLY  PASS  THROUGH  AREA 
AT  PERTINENT  TIME  EN  ROUTE  TO  WORK,  CHURCH  OR  OTHER  PURSUITS  MAY 
HAVE  OBSERVED  INFORMATION  OF  VALUE  TO  INVESTIGATION.  THESE 
INDIVIDUALS  SHOULD  BE  IDENTIFIED  THROUGH  LICENSE  TAGS  AND  SUBSEQUENT! 
INTERVIEWED  TO  DETERMINE  IF  THEY  HAVE  INFORMATION  OF  VALUE  TO  INVEST! 
GAT I ON.  CHECK  ANY  CARS  REPORTED  STOLEN  IN  AREA  DURING  PERTINENT 
PERIOD  PRIOR  TO  BOMBING.  POSSIBLE  SUCH  VEHICLE  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  USED 
BY  INDIVIDUALS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  DYNAMITING  CHURCH.  DETERMINE 
CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THEFT  AND  PROCESS  CAR  FOR  LATEETS  AND  RESIDUES,  ETC. 
ADVISE  IF  PASTOR  OR  MEMBERS  OF  CHURCH  HAVE  RECEIVED  ANONYMOUS 
THREATENING  CALLS  PRIOR  TO  BOMBING,  IF  SO,  BEAR  IN  MIND  POSSIBILITY 

t * i 

OF  MAKING  VOICE  RECORDINGS  OF  SUSPECTS  SO  INDIVIDUALS  RECEIVING 
SUCH  CALLS  MAY  LISTEN  TO  RECORDINGS  OF  SUSPECTS f VOICES  IN  EFFORT 

FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 
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COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 
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TELETYPE  TO  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
RE:  UNSUB;  BOMBING  MATTER 

tq  IDENTIFY  ANONYMOUS  CALLER  WHO  MAY  BE  SUBJECT  OR  POSSESS 
KNOWLEDGE  OF  INDIVIDUALS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  CRIME,  THIS  INVESTIGATION 
MUST  RECEIVE  CONTINUOUS  AND  PREFERRED  ATTENTION.  YOU  SHOULD 
CRITICALLY  EVALUATE  YOUR  PERSONNEL  NEEDS  ON  A CONTINUING  BASIS 
AND  IF  YOU  FEEL  ADDITIONAL  PERSONNEL  NECESSARY,  SUBMIT  YOUR 
RECOMMENDATIONS  TOGETHER  WITH  APPROPRIATE  JUSTIFICATION  PROMPTLY. 


FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 
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TO  IDENTIFY  ANONYMOUS  CALLER  WHO  MAY  BE  SUBJECT  OR  POSSESS 

I™;; ;:DI“ — - ««.  ™. 

CR  TICAU?  1NU0US  AND  M™  ATTENTI0N-  ™ SHOOU. 

I TI CALLY  EVALUATE  YOUR  PERSONNEL  NEEDS  ON  A CONTINUING  BASIS 

AND  IF  YOU  FEEL  ADDITIONAL  PERSONNEL  NECESSARY,  SUBMIT  YOUR 

T0GETH“  "™  testification  promptly, 
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FROM  DIRECTOR  FBI 
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UNSUBS  i BOMBING  OPSlXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  BIRMINGHAM. 


T** 
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ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTYTHRQE,  BOMBING  MATTERS,  PAREN 
00  BIRMINGHAM  END  PAREN. 

/ * 

REBHTEL  NINE  FIFTEEN  SIXTYTHREE. 

FOLLOWING  INSTRUCTIONS  PERTAIN  TO  ALL  OFFICES.  ALL  KNOWN 
ELANSiSEN  AND  HATE-GROUP  MEMBERS,  PARTICULARLY  NATIONAL  STATES 
RIGHTS  PARTY  MEMBERS,  ARE  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED  AS  WELL  AS  BOMBING  SUS- 
PECTS. PRINCIPAL  LEADERS  IN  ELAN  AND  HATE  GROUP  SHOULD  BE  INTER- 
VIEWED WHEN  SUFFICIENT  BACKGROUND  INFORMATION  IS  AVAILABLE  AS  OF 
THEIR  WHEREABOUTS  AT  PERTINENT  TIME  AND  INTERVIEW  IS  DEEMED  APPRO- 
PRIATE. ALL  OFFICES  AT  FIRST  SHOULD  SINGLE  OUT  KLAN  MEMBERS  AND 
HATE-GROUP  MEMBERS  WHO  WOULD  MOST  LOGICALLY  DEPLORE  INSTANT  BOMBING 
END  PAGE  ONE 
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TELETYPE  TO  SACS  ATLANTA  , 

BE:  UNSUBS;  BOBBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

\ t ' 

AND  WOULD  MOST  LIKELY  FURNISH  INFORMATION. 

ALL  OFFICES  SUTEL  DAILY  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  INTERVIEWED,  PERTI- 
NENT INFORMATION  OBTAINED,  AND  NUMBER  OF  ADDITIONAL  PERSONS  TO  BE 
INTERVIEWED.  NO  INTERVIEWS  SHOULD  BE  CONDUCTED  AFTER  DUSK 
UNLESS  ABSOLUTELY  NECESSARY  AND  DICTATED  BY  PERTINENT  INFORMATION. 
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PAGE  TWO 

AND  WOULD  MOST  LIKELY  FURNISH  INFORMATION. 

ALL  OFFICES  SUTEL  DAILY  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  INTERVIEWED, 

PERTINENT  INFORMATION  OBTAINED,  AND  NUMBER  OF  ADDITIONAL  PERSONS  TO  B 
INTERVIEWED.  NO  INTERVIEWS  SHOULD  BE  CONDUCTED  AFTER  DUSK  UNLESS 
ABSOLUTELY  NECESSARY  AND  DICTATED  BY  PERTINENT  INFORMATION. 
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AND  WOULD  MOST  LIKELY  FURNISH  INFORMATION. 

ALL  OFFICES  SUTEL  DAILY  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  INTERVIEWED, 

PERTINENT  INFORMATION  OBTAINED,  AND  NUMBER  OF  ADDITIONAL  PERSONS  TO  B3 
INTERVIEWED.  NO  INTERVIEWS  SHOULD  BE  CONDUCTED  AFTER  DUSK  UNLESS 
ABSOLUTELY  NECESSARY  AND  DICTATED  BY  PERTINENT  INFORMATION. 
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TC/  DIRECTOR,  FBI  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 

t-ROM  SAC,  SAVANNAH  1 P 
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UNSUBS,  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  BIRMINGHAM, 

At  A e*T-r>T  T'TT-Trt'M  C TvTVTUDrr  nriMPTKir  MATTirPQ.  AH  Rtf  _ 

nun  • ouri*  r ir  i u xa 

REBHTEL  SEPT-  FIFTEEN  SIXTYTHREE. 

ATTEMPT  MADE  TO  VERIFY  WHEREBOUTS  OF  BOMBING  SUSPECT 

5EPT.  FIFTEEN  SIXTYTHREE 

WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS, 

NEAREST 

NEIGHBOR  HAS  NOT  SEEN  SUSPECT  TODAY. 


RESIDENCE  LAST  CHECKED  ABOUT  NINE  THIRTY  PM  THIS  DATE,  NEGATIVELY. 

\ 

Suspect  will  be  interviewed  at  place  of  employment  Monday  next, 

i 

HIS  WHEREBOUTS  TODAY  WILL  BE  DETERMINED  AND  VERIFIED. 

. REC-  £2  l£'v)  -/Ojl  S”~ 

BIRMINGHAM  WILL  BL  KLh1 1 ALVI5LD.  j_ S ^ 
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ACTION: 
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ve  information,  and  instructed  to  have 
nterviewed  for  all  details  in  his  posdb*4on«'v 
tated  that  this  would  be  done  and  the  results 


of  the  interview  furnished  promptly  to  the  Bureau. 
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URGENT  9-15-63  3-13  PM  CST  GDM 

fo  DIRECTOR,  FBI 
FROM  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  /157-352/  3P 

O 

UNSUB,  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  BIRMINGHAM, 


ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN.  NINETEEN  SIXTYTHREE.  BM*‘ 

£.">^  UNIVERSITY  HOSPITAL,  BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA, 

TELEPHONED  AND  ADVISED  FOLLOWING  IS  LIST  OF  INDIVIDUALS  INJURED  IN 
CAPTIONED  BOMBING,  ALL  FROM  BIRMINGHAM  UNLESS  OTHERWISE  INDICATED. 
f MILTONy^TOLLENVERCH,  NEGRO  MALE,  THREE  ONE_ FIVE  TENTH  "COURT  NORT 
GEORGIA/ftc  CARTAR.  NEGRO  MALE,  TWO  HUNDRED  - FOURTH  AVENUE  SOUTH 

^ smmvE.  jj?*  ' - --  h 0 


. ,,  »h..i  I r>.  r<rir  rmr  »ri.iA  TT'nn  _ rTTfuTTf-UTU  AIMTMl  ITT  MnDT^' 

K.LV  * J , h t/rULUN  , _S1.A_J-/LV  L , 1 wu  it.AU  - nniUtnin  nvnwi.  NVn.n, 


■r;  NEGRO  MALE. 

^ r 


CHARL^^RYANT,  EIGHXJWO  ONE  - FIFTEENTH  WAY,  NORTH,  NEGRO  MALE 
ELL^ENARD,  EIGHT  ZERQ J3EyEN  - EIGHTEENTH  WAY,  Stf,  MFCRg-^SMME 
AGE  SEVENTY.  5 REC-  52  0 SEP  16  1363 

LYNNj^TrOSS,  NO  ADDRESS.  'NEGRO  FEMALE,  AGE  FOUR.  

7 \ ; l | 

I J0SEPH>BRTp7^CTTE  -.TENTH  AVENUE, _^OUTH^NEGRO  MALE.  . 

> - ~ <3^  l 1 7 


PAGE  TWO 


SAr>7IEGLEff?  TWO  ONE  ONE  ONE  - ELEVENTH  AVENUE,  NORTH,  J^EGRo" 
MALE,  AGE  SIXTYEIGHT.  ».  tPmx.j^jSL 

\i/  l 

GEORGIA^JOHNSON,  FOU  R TWO  NINE  - SIXTH  AVENUE  NORTH,  NEGRO  FEt^L 
V^\PQLLY^LLEN,  _NINE_  ZERO  ONE  ONE  SOUTH  ELIZABETH  STREET,  WHITE 
FEMALE-  CHICAGO.  TM  Tronic:,  agt  ttjfmt vtu^ 

J _ — ~ j nUL  4.  TT  4~1 11  1 1 n V | 


JON^AyUQNES , „THREE_ZERO  FOUR  - TENTH  AVENUE,  SOUTH,  NEGRO 
MALE,  AGE  TWELVE. j 

LmjAN^OLLARIl.  FIVE  SEVEN  - NINTH  AVENUE  NORTH,  NEGRO  FEMALE- 
AGE  TWENTYFOUR.  * 

_ y 

SARA^, COLLI  NS,  TWO  THREE  THREE  - SIXTH  COURT  WEST,  NEGRO  FEMALE, 
i.  /WOx.  | <^53 


MAT  r 


AGE  TEN. 

WILLI AM/^RIER,  ONE  ZERO  ONE  - ELEVENTH  COURT  WEST,  NEGRO 
AGE  FORTYNINE.  s 

I HELEN^ALTER,  ON£_F I VE  ZERO  BROOKLANE  DRIVE,  WHITE  FEMALE 

WILLI t^MITH,  FOUR  ZERO,  SEVEN  - SEVENTH  STREET.  DOCENA,  ALABAMA^ 
NEGRO^MALE,  AGE  FORTY. 


THE  FOLLOWING  INDIVIDUALS  WERE  REPORTED  TO  HAVE  DIED  IN  ABOVE 
BOMBING. 

' CAROL  ROBERTSON,  ONE  ZERO  TWO  ONE  - NINTH  STREET,  NEGRO  FEMALE,! 
AGE  SIXTEEN. 

\ 


END  PAGE  TWO 


0 


G 


PAGE  THREE 

ADDIE  COLLINS.  TWO  THREE  TWO  - SIXTH  COURT  WEST,  NEGRO  FEMALE, 
AGE  FOURTEEN. 

DENISE  MC  NAIR,  ROUTE  FOUR,  BOX  FIVE  TWO  FOUR,  NEGRO  FEMALE>  AGE 
ELEVEN. 

CYNTHIA  WESLEY,  TWO  TWO  - ELEVENTH  AVENUE  NORTH,  NEGRO  FEMALE, 
AGE  FOURTEEN. 

END  AND  ACK 

WA  5- 18PM  OK  FBI  WA  HL 
TI  CLRO 


9&I2  ? S-«  I.U.P? ' 
t B I 

tlEC.P--' f ' 


LJ 


■ SUrttAi;  :jt 

S DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 


3 


COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 

SEP  1C  1963 


teletype;  t * 

J 


V 


y- j?*oj 
DIRECTOR,  FBI 
SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 


II.OI  DM  PCT 


Mr.  Tolsoa. 


Mr.  Belmont 

Mr.  Mohr 

Mr.  Casper 

Mr.  Callahan 

Mr.  Conrad 

Mr.  DeLos-ch 

Mr.  Evarf{sT 
Mr.  Gt 
Mr.  B-: 

Mr.  sJCTr 
Mr.  Tt-vel. 

Mr.  Tron 
Tele,  rci: 

Kiss  fcch 
liiia-  Gi-z 


15  7-352  2P 


UNSUBS  - BOMBING  0F^>  IXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
BIRMINGHAM.  ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE  — RM. 


CONFIRMING  MY  PHONE  CALL  TEN  P.  M.,  CST,  TODAY. 

ONE.  CRIME  SCENE.  PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION  CRIME  SCENE. 
REPRESENTATIVES  FBI  LAB  CONFIRM  OPINION  LOCAL  FIRE  MARSHAL  THAT  HIGH 
ORDER  EXPLOSIVE  USED,  POSSIBLY  DYNAMITE,  AT  NORTHEAST  CORNER  OF  CHURC 
SIXTEENTH  STREET  SIDE,  NEAR  LOUNGE  AREA.  FOUR  DEATHS,  SIXTEEN  INJURE 
AGENTS  WILL  REMAIN  AT  SCENE  THROUGHOUT  THE  NIGHT.  PRELIMINARY  CRIME 
SCENE  SEARCH  REVEALS  FOOT  BY  FOOT  SEARCH  WILL  BE  NECESSARY.  JVP_ 
TWO.  INTERVIEWS.  ALL  IMMEDIATE  INTERVIEWS  WITH  PEOPLE  WHO 
THOUGHT  THEY  HAD  INFORMATION  OF  IMPORTANCE  HAVE  BEEN  COMPLETED. 

RFC-105^  /^7  -/6xs: 

SECONDARY  INTERVIEWS  UNDERWAY  INCLUDING  pJLUr£| 


'a  ij  i’Ii  i 1 ■WMn 

wc.ni,  ju  ix  rv  nan  rn'^ 


OWNERS  OF  CARS  WHOSE  LICENSES  WERE  RECORDED. 


a SEP  16  1963 


THREE.  SUSPECTS.  THOSE  SUSPECTS  WHOSE  NAMES  WERE  S LEANED  YROM 
THE  FILES  OF  THE  BIRMINGHAM  OFFICE  , INCLUDING  OTHERS  FURNISHED  BY 
INFORMERS  UNDERWAY.  THOSE' IMMEDIATELY  AVAILABLE  HAVE  BEEN  COMPLETE I 


JCT 


END  PAGE  ONE 


C ORREC  T4-0 NE— T HREF  FROM 

JT  - ' '/ 

6 4 SEP  191963 


u 


3 


PAGE  TWO 

FOUR.  OVERALL  SITUATION.  TOWN  IS  SETTLING  DOWN.  CALLS  BECOMIl 
MORE  INFREQUENT.  TWO  SHOOTING  INCIDENTS  HAVE  BEEN  REPORTED.  ONE 

REPORTED  IN  NY  TEL  THIS  DATE  INVOLVED  SHOOTING  OFJffifiRQ  MALE,  AGE 

p l}'  \lS  . _ _ ; 

SIXTEEN, '..ONE  JOHNI^ROBINSON/'  ALLEGEDLY  BY  BIRMINGHAM  POLICE  OFFICERS 

IN  CONNECTION  WITH  STONING  OF  AUTOMOBILE  CONTAINING  YOUTHFUL  WHITE 

PERSONS.  UNABLE  TO  VERIFY  SECOND  SHOOTING  INCIDENT  INVOLVING  ONE 

VIRGH^WARE.  /"'  ^POLICE  DEPARTMENT  HAS  NO  INFORMATION  AT  THIS  TIME. 

THAT  HOSPITAL  WHERE  PERSON  SHOULD  HAVE  BEEN  ADMITTED  HAS  NO  RECORD. 

INQUIRIES  CONTINUING.  DEPARTMENTAL  REPRESENTATIVE  JOHN  NOLAN  ADVISED 

BUREAU  WILL  BE  KEPT  ADVISED  OF  PERTINENT  DEVELOPMENTS  BY 

TELEPHONE. 

END  ACK  AND  HOLD  PLS 
1-2  7 AM  OK  FBI  WA  HFL 


j s* 


itf i-.n  • 


h 


I 


All  Of  WtSlIUAlli 
STM  ENT  OF  JUSTICE 

RATIONS  SECTION 
SEP  131363  ^ 

lEUEEYHE^ 


URGE^K 9-15-63  A- 56 PM  EST  JDW 

PTDrr  ert  ft  Kin  Qar  RTPMTMGUAM 

yCO  UX  KLl/  i Unj  ^ x — * ~ — 

FROM  SAC.  ATLANTA  /15  7-NEU/ 

O 


M t Tolson 

Mr.  Belmont. 
Mr.  Mohr 


I Mr.  Casper 

j Mr.  Callahan 

Mr.  Conrad 

j Mr.  Deloach 
1 Mr. 

Mi 
M 
Mi] 

I Mr’ 

Mr.  Trotter. 

, Tele.  Room 

| Miss  Holmes 

j Miss  Gaudy 


UNSUBS.  BOMBING  prSIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  BIRMINGHAM 


L*_ 


ALABAMA,  SEPTEMEER  FIFTEEN  S IXTYTHREE. _ _RM  BASH  BM. 
’C  SA-S' 


AND^m|^m||^P^EAVING  P°R  BIRMINGHAM 
LATE  THIS  AFTERNOON  IN  TWO  RADIO  CARS,  FBI  FREQUENCY.,  WITH^ONE 
TYPEWRITER.  BIRMINGHAM  REQUESTED  TO  MAKE  RESERVATIONS.  AGENTS  WILL 
ARRIVE  APPROXIMATELY  TEN  PM  CST  THIS  BATE.  BUREAU  AND~  BIRMINGHAM 
WILL  EE  ADVISED  OF  IDENTITY  OF  ATLANTA  STENOGRAPHER  AND  TJijE  OF 
ARRIVAL  WHO  WILL  REPORT  TO  BIRMINGHAM  SEPTEMBER  SIXTEEN  SIXTY^HR^JE  ^ 
FOR  TEMPORARY  ASSIGNMENT.  ^ 

WHEREABOUTS  ATLANTA  BOMB  SUSPECTS  DURING  PERTINENT  PERIOD 


BEING  ASCERTAINED. 

END  AND  ACK  PLS 
WA  A 5- 59PM  OK  FBI  WA  HL 

BH  3-59  PM  OK  FBI  BH  GDM 
TU  DISC 

Cf-  /h  fa*^*^* 

r 

\3S3 


SEPTEMBER  16,  1963 


PLAIN  TEXT 


TELETYPE 


TO  SACs, 


ATLANTA 

BIRMINGHAM 

JACKSONVILLE 

KNOXVILLE 

MEMPHIS 

MOBILE 

NEW  ORLEANS 

SAVANNAH 

TAMPA 


URGENT 


FROM  DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

0 

UNSUBS,  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 


BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SKTYTHREE. 
OoT  BH. 


BM 


ALL  OFFICES  SUTEL  TONIGHT  RESULTS  OF  CHECKS  OF  O 


BOMBING  SUSPECTS.  A 

..  ■-  s - 


/O'-/; 

18  SEP  17  1963 


To  I son  

Belmont  — — 

Mohr  

Casper 

Callahan  — 

Conrad  — 

Dp Loach  

Evans  

Gale 

Rosen  

Sullivan  

Tavel  

Trotter 

Tele.  Room 

Holmes  

Gandy  — 


RBL:h\»  , 

- (3)  W 


$ 


10 19G3 

mailroomCZI  teletype  unit 


Sl'KtAU  Of  iM.FSTlGATlOH 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 
SEP  16  1963  ^ 

teletype 


ftUtiMl  EUREAt/  Of  INVESTIGATION 

u.  s.  department  of  justice 
COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION  i 
" SEPIo1S53j^/ 

tCI^TYPE 


3 


URGENT  9-15-53  6- AS  PM  EDST  RL 

IX)  sac-s  Atlanta,  Birmingham,  Jacksonville,  Knoxville,  Memphis , 
Nobile,  mew  Orleans,  Savannah,  and -fAMPA 


rnnu  nt dt^Tao 
r nu  rj  vi/\L.v  a\ji\ 


UNSUBS,  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SlXTyTHREE.  BM. 
00— BH. 

ALL  OFFICES  SUTEL  TONIGHT  RESULTS  OF  CHECKS  OF 
BOMBING  SUSPECTS. 


END  ACK  PLS  IN  0 

KX  ADVISED  SEP.  , 

AT— -5-A9  PM  OK  FBI  AT  JDR 
BH— 4-A9  PM  OK  FBI  BH^DLR 
JK—  5- AS  PM  EST  OK  FBI  JX'JLC 
ME—  A- 50  PM  OK  FBI  ME  RWB 
Mo— A-A7  PM  CST  OK  FBI  hJO  VFP 
NO— A- 50  PM  CST  OK  FBI  NjD^WFM 

S V 5-50  PM  EST  OK  FBI  SV  PNR 

TP— 5-50  PM  OK  FBI  WRR 
TU  ALL  PLS  DISCM 


Uutn„L  bureau  Of  INVESTIGATION 
U S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

Om\'UNICATlON 

SEP  I'j  i^oj 

-pc'i'trrYPB 


4 I JWIl  . 

P> 


J 


URGENT  9-1S-SJ  «-»  PH  EBST  *>• 

TO  SAC-S  ATLANTA,  BIRMINGHAM,  JACKSONVILLE,  KNOXVILLE,  MEMPHIS, 
MOBILE,  NEW  ORLEANS,  SAVANNAH,  AND  TAMPA 

FROM  DIRECTOR  /157-1025/  l'p 

UNSUBS,  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE.  BM. 


00—  BH. 

ALL  OFFICES  SUTEL  TONIGHT  RESULTS  OF  CHECKS  OF 
BOMBING  SUSPECTS. 


END  ACK  PLS 

KX  5-3 A PM  OK  FBI  *X  CLH 
TU  DISC 
T 


✓ 


(4;.D£RAL  BUREAU  Of  INVEST  iSATlOh 
(J  u.  S.  DEPARTMENT  Of  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 
SEP  1 o T9b3  JU' 

rrECEEfPB 


\ 


j Mr.  Tnlson 

: Mr.  Belmont. 

Mr.  Mohr 

Mr.  Casper 
Mr.  Callahan 
Mr.  Conrad 
Mr.  Djj 
Mr.  ffvai yPl 
Mr.rGa 
MrJRf 

Mr.l  SCTlTFaii._. 

Mr.'Tavel 

Mr.  Trotter 

Tele.  Room „ . 

Miss  Holmes 
Miss  Gandy 


r 9-15-63  4-29  PM  JCM 

DIRECTOR,  FBI  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
FROM  SAC,  CHARLOTTE  q 

UNSUBS  - BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

££ E.MBEB^FIF' rEE^^  SlXTYTHREE,-  RAC  IAL  MATTERS, 
BOMBING  MATTERS . !-  cu 

RETELCALL  FROM  MR.  HYDE  OF  BUREAU  TO  SAC,  CHARLOTTE  /THISj,  * 

AFTERNOON. 

ANS^mH^t^BU1LL 

VIA  BUCAR  WITH  RADIO  FOR  BIRMINGHAM  APPROXIMATELY  SEVEN  PM  THIS 
EVENING,  SHOULD  ARRIVE  BIRMINGHAM  APPROXIMATELY  NOON  TOMARROW.  STENO 
►WILL  DEPART  CHARLOTTE  TWELVE  FIFTEEN  PM  TOMARROW 
VIA  EASTERN  AIRLINES  FLIGHT  SEVEN  NAUGHT  ONE,  WILL  ARRIVE  BIRMINGHAM 
TWO  TWENTYSIX  PM,  CST.  TYPEWRITER  FOR^^f^^P^ILL  BE  CARRIED 
TO  BIRMINGHAM  EY  ABOVE  AGENTS.  REfr  51/  ^ 7 ~ 7 0^6  “ j j 


END 

WA  5- 34PM  OK  FBI  UA 


?n  f: 


n-3  !*  SEP  16  1353 


HL 


BH  3-32  PM  OK  FBI  BH  GDW 

}i£<SfeP  ^4]ggg.? 

3 - 7 


fc  o I 

HfC.n  ic  - 


= WJj 


J 


i ) 


rLutfAL  SURLnL!  Or  li«Vi_ST|£,Al  lOlt 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  Of  JUSTICE 

COMMUTATIONS  SECTION 
SEP  1 5 i9b3 

T£tEXYPE3^^ 


Mr.  Tnlson 

| Hr.  Belmont  .. 

Mr.  Mohr 

Mr.  Casper. 

Mr.  Callahan 
Mr.  Conrad 
Mr.  DeLoach  .... 
MrjerSS?. I 

A 

! Mr^ilRi/van. 

Mr.  Tavel 
Mr.  Trotter 

Tele.  Room 

Miss  Holmes 
Miss  Gandy 


9 

J 


URGENT  9-15-63  6-37  PM  EST  PP 

TCK  DIRECTOR,  FBI  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
' ATTENTION.  MR.  HYDE. 

from  sac,  savannah 

UNSUBS,  BOMBING  OF^SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  ^RM INGHAM, 
ALABAMA.  -SEPT.  FIFTEEN  INSTANT.  BM. 

FOLLOWING  SA-S  DEPARTING  FOR  BIRMINGHAM.... 

FRIDAY  DEPARTING  SAVANNAH  VIA  DELTA  AIRLINES  SEVEN  FIFTY  PM 
EST  ARRIVING  BIRMINGHAM  NINE  FIFTYSIX  PM  CST.  dBd DEPARTING 
AUGUSTA,  GA.  VIA  DELTA  AIRLINES  SEVEN  TWENTY FIVE  PM r AND  ARRIVING 

PEPARTED  SAVANNAH 


Jj 


O 


NINE  FIFTYSIX  PM  CST. 

UTA  cRFYHOnMD  BUS  FOUR  PM  ARRIVING  BIRMINGHAM  FOUR  THIRTY/ ‘AM  SEPT. 

SIXTEEN  NEXT.  / c/— 

rn  SEP  16  1353 


END 

t 

WA^  7- 40  PM 


*1 


I WA  HL 


*M p LvW<j  - 


BH  5-39  PM  CST  OK  FBI  BH  BS  R T 

«tC4  e * 


ruj-' 


DISC  M 


optional  K»«wa  it 
MAT  1**7  CDltlON 

ou  otN.  mo.  ho.  2 

UNITED  S'i,.. 


v 1ENT 


Memorandum 


rr . 


) 

Mr . Roseil^ , 

/// 

i 

C . L . McGoj 


UNSUB; 

BOMBING 


date:  September  15,  1963 


Tolson  — 

Belmont  — — 

Mohr  

Casper  

Callahan  

Conrad 

0*Loach 

Gale  

Rosen  

Sullivan  

Tavel  

Trotter  

Tele.  Room  . 

Holmes  . 

Gandy  


o 

OF  16TH 


BAPTIST-CHURCH,- - 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA 
SEPTEMBER,  15,  1963 
BOMB I NG  MATTER 


STREET^ 

V Copies  made  by  dd  1 
. review  by.  Rowe.  TaskTprcS  _ 
Date 


ASAC  Robert  Jensen  advised  at  2:50  p.m.  that  he  was 
receiving  inquiries  from  the  press  and  intended  to  answer  them 
to  the  effect  that  the  FBI  has  entered  this  case  and  a full 


investigation  is  uemg  conducted. 

Mr.  Leinbaugh  of  Mr.  DeLoach’s  office  who  indicated  that  this 
press  release  would  be  sufficient  for  press  inquiries  but  any 
formal  press  release  should  be  issued  from  Bureau  headquarters. 

ASAC  Jensen  made  a request  for  some  35  millimeter 
Tri-X  film.  It  wasarrange^foi^this  f iln^^Jj^Jransported 
to  Birmingham  and  SA^^H^^^HHHBfrom 

the  Laboratory  who  accompanied  three  Departmental  Erttorneys  , 

to  Birmingham  by  military  jet  transport  which  left  Andrews  Air  / 
Force  Base  at  6:30  p.m.  /' 

osepffuoian  am^Tonr^c 


In  addition  to  Departmental 

attorneys  Burke  Marshall,  Josepffuolan  an^Jonr^olan  flew  to 
Birminghan^j^^he  evening  of  9/15/63.  At  5:30  p.m.  Mr,  Belmont 

(called  insure  that  personnel  dealing  with  the 

situation  ^W^Eware  of  the  instructions  that  we  will  not  furnish 
the  Department  a blow  by  blow  description  of  our  investigation 
into  this  matter.  Any  inquiries  should  be  answered  to  the  effect 
\ that  we  are  conducting  an  investigation,  Mr.  Belmont  also  desired 
that  Birmingham  be  instructed  not  to  be  furnishing  spot  reports 
to  Departmental  personnel.  At  5:35  p.m.  these  instructions  were 
passed  on  to  SAC  Faisst  and  at  6:55  p.m.  to  ASAC  Jensen. 

At  5:35  p.m,  SAC  Faisst  advised  he  had  received  a call 
from  Chief  United  States  Deputy  Marshal  Dan  Mobre  in  Birmingham 
who  in  turn  received  word  from  Chief  Marshal  Jo^n  McShane  that 
Mr,  Katzenbach  desired  United  States  Marshals  to  escort  Negro 

This  is  being  done, 

1 3 


RBL:cjs  £ 
(5)  : 


$ 

& 


«£*>  * 


O SEP  17  13S3 


Memorandum  to  Mr.  Rosen 
RE:  UNSUB;  BOMBING  MATTER 


SAC  Faisst  advised  that  the  Chief  of  Police  Jamie  Moore 
had  made  a request  that  150  uniformed  officers  of  the  Alabama 
Highway  Patrol  be  sent  to  the  city  of  Birmingham  to  maintain 
order. 


SAC  Faisst  indicated  that  the  area  of  the  church 
bombing  was  hazardous  in  that  some  of  the  walls  of  the  church 
might  collapse.  A light  tan  Oldsmobile  which  had  been  stopped 
by  the  Birmingham  Police  Department  with  two  white  men  in  it 
have  been  checked  out  by  the  Police  Department  and  the  occupants 
accounted  for  their  activities. 

/ - SAC  Faisst  jgas  instructed  to  immediately  start  checking 

a out  Asa^Carter  and  his^Vplunteers  for,  Alabama  .and  .Wallace.  ~ 

\ SAC  Faisst  was  instructed  to  maintain  close  contact  with  informants 
^ j and  to  indicate  to  them  the  Bureau  would  pay  a substantial 
/ amount  for  the  immediate  solving  of  this  crime. 

f — ■ 

ASAC  Jensen  was  telephonically  contacted  at  6:55  p.m. 
to  inform  him  that  the  Air  Force  plane  containing  Bureau 
personnel  and  Departmental  personnel  will  arrive  in  Birmingham 

. j.  r . ort  rn-i 

d L \sUii  Vi  dJ.  omuuAiu  J.  ime  # 

ACTION; 


For  information 


50*0- (06 


OtIIOMAt  FO>M  no.  10 
MAT  IMI  EDITION 
0$A  GEN  ICO.  NO.  77 


UNITED  STATES  GU_  ERNMENT 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Memorandum 

A 


UNSUB;  O 
BOMBING  OF  16th  STREET 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA 
SEPTEMBER  15,  1963__ 
BOMBIMniATTES 


I 


DATE:  9-15-63 


Belmont  

Mohr  

Casper  _ 

Callahan  

Conrad 

DeLoach  

Evans 

Gale  — 

Tavel  »_ 

Trotter  

Tele-  Room  _ — 

Holmes  . 

Gandy — 


fa* 


I called  Inspector  Moore  In  Birmingham  shortly  after 
9:00  P.  U.  9-15-63  and  reiterated  Instructions  that  no  blow- 
by-blow  reports  of  our  investigation  are  to  be  furnished  to 
Departmental  attorneys  on  the  scene  in  Birmingham. 


Mr.  Moore  made  a request  for  the  assignment  of  a 
Chief  Clerk  with  background  on  major  case  handling.  He 


requested  that 
be  assigned. 


or  his  assistant  from  Charlotte 


I instructed  Inspector  Moore  to  call  SAC  Kissiah 
at  Charlotte  and  make  arrangements. 

Inspector  Moore  will  be  either  at  the  office  or 
at  his  room  in  the  Bankhead  Hotel,  Room  908,  Birmingham, 
Alabama. 


SAC  Faisst,  during  this  call,  advised  that  Agents 
had  heard  shots  and  had  observed  a Negro  male  with  blood  on 
his  shirt.  The  Negro  male  was  taken  from  the  scene  in  a 
police  car.  Indications  are  that  the  Negro  was  dead. 
Birmingham  is  checking  into  this  and  will  furnish  details. 


1 - Mr.  Hyde 
RBL:  cjr  dts*' 

(6)  7 


57  SEP  231963 


# & 

f vf  ^ 


PLAIN  TEXT 


September  17, 1963 


TELETYPE  URGENT 

TO  SAC  TAMPA 

FROM  DIRECTOR  FBI  ^ 

UNSUBS;  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEENTH,  SIXTY  THREE, 
BOMBING  MATTERS,  PAREN  00  BIRMINGHAM  END  PAREN. 

REURTEL  SEPTEMBER  SIXTEENTH,  SIXTY  THREE. 

WITH  REGARD  TO  INTERVIEWS  OF  FORMER  KLANSMEN  OR  FORMER 
NATIONAL  STATES  RIGHTS  PARTY  MEMBERS  YOU  ARE  ADVISED  THAT 


-- 


ip 

JZa 


SUCH  INTERVIEWS  SHOULD  BE  CONDUCTED  WHERE  LOGICAL  EVEN 
THOUGH  ST1CH  INDIVIDUALS  MAY  NOW  BE  CONNECTED  WITH  WHITE  j 
CITIZENS  COUNCIL!.  THE  INTERVIEWS  SHOULD  BE  CONFINED  TO  C 
CAPTIONED  BOMBING  MATTER  AND  HANDLED  IN  SUCH  MANNER  AS  NOT 
TO  GIVE  IMPRESSION  WE  ARE  INVESTIGATING  THE  WHITE  CITIZENS 
COUNCIL. 

is 


JCT:ers 

<3>  r 


Belmont  _ 

Mohr  

Casper 

Callahan  . 

Conrad  . 

DeLoach  . 

Evans  

Gale  

Rosen  — 
Sullivan  _ 
Tavel  — 


3L  Copies  made  by  ^ ' r:.'  ^ 

lor  review  by  Rowe.  Taskf.orce 

Date  3 

'—•'*22? 


.19  SEP  17  1963 


Tele.  Rodch  . 

Holmes  

Gandy  — 


tSE  Iels^e 


September  17,  1963 


PLAIN  TEXT 


TELETYPE 


URGENT 


TO  SACS  ATLANTA 

BIRMINGHAM 

KNOXVILLE 

JACKSONVILLE 

TAMPA 

MEMPHIS 

MOBILE 

NEW  ORLEANS 

SAVANNAH 

FROM  DIRECTOR  FBI  Q 

UNSUBS;  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  I^PTIST  CHURCH, 


BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEENTH,  SKTYTHREE, 
BOMBING  MATTERS,  PAREN  00  BIRMINGHAM  END  PAREN. 

REBOTEL  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEENTH,  SIXTY  THREE.  RETEL 
INSTRUCTS  THAT  ALL  OFFICES  SHOULD  SUTEL  DAILY  NUMBER  OF 
PERSONS  INTERVIEWED,  PERTINENT  INFORMATION  OBTAINED  AND 
NUMBER  OF  ADDITIONAL  PERSONS  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED.  THIS 
INSTRUCTION  SHOULD  BE  CLOSELY  FOLLOWED  AND  IN  ADDITION  YOU 
SHOULD  SPECIFY  THE  EXACT  NUMBER  OF  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  IN  YOUR 
DIVISIONS  WHO  HAVE  BEEN  ACCOUNTED  FOR  DURING  PERTINENT 


PERIOD  AND  THE  NUMBER  STILL  TO^  ACCOUNTED  FOR. 

= THIS  INVESTIGATION  IS  TO  REVIVE  PmMOTA ?™0N  AM>^ 

E*LL  LOGICAL  INTERVIEWS  CONDUC^ro  WITOOUT<DELAY 

-jrT-prs  , COM r#i UNICATIONS  SECTION  . 

l SEPJ- 7 , ,yp 
EE  '61  SEP  2ul3S2.v— ' re 


ts  SEP  17 


fLuti'di-  jL'X^nL-  Of  iM^tSTIQATlOAl 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION/ 
SEP  17  1963 

XEUETEYBB  jf 


) 


URGENT  9- 17- S3  S-OS  AM  HFL 

TO  SACS  ATLANTA,  BIRMINGHAM,  KNOXVILLE,  JACKSONVILLE,  TAMPA,  MEMPHIS, 
MOBILE,  NEW  ORLEANS,  SAVANNAH 
FROM  DIRECTOR  1 P 

UNSUBS,  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEENTH,  SIXTYTHREE, 

BOMBING  MATTERS,  PAREN  00  BIRMINGHAM  END  PAREN* 

REBUTEL  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEENTH,  SIXTY  THREE*  RETEL 

/ 

INSTRUCTS  THAT  ALL  OFFICES  SHOULD  SUTEL  DAILY  NUMBER  OF 
PERSONS  INTERVIEWED,  PERTINENT  INFORMATION  OBTAINED  AND 
NUMBER  OF  ADDITIONAL  PERSONS  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED*  THIS 
INSTRUCTION  SHOULD  BE  CLOSELY  FOLLOWED  AND  IN  ADDITION  YOU 
SHOULD  SPECIFY  THE  EXACT  NUMBER  OF  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  IN  YOUR 
DIVISIONS  WHO  HAVE  BEEN  ACCOUNTED  FOR  DURING  PERTINENT 
PERIOD  AND  THE  NUMBER  STILL  TO  BE  ACCOUNTED  FOR. 

THIS  INVESTIGATION  IS  TO  RECEIVE  PREFERRED  ATTENTION  AND 
ALL  LOGICAL  INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED  WITHOUT  DELAY* 

END  ACK  PLS 

ME  4-10  AM  CST  OK  FBI  ME  HAE 
MO  4-10  AM  CST  OK  FBI  MO  LPB 
NO  4-11  AN  CST  OK  FBI  NO  WW 

i 
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OniOHAl  K>***  HO.  to 
MAT  fOITtOrt 

CJ*  C<N.  «C.  HO.  57 


f.  i *010-104 

V 

UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


FROM 


SUBJECT. 


7> 


date:  September  X5,  1963 

^-Co":es  made  by  °i 
for  review  by  Rowe  Task  Force 
uate 


UNKNOWN  SUBJECT 

BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

BIRMINGHAM.  ALABAM2r 

'~S£STEMHER~i5;^1963 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


At  12:40  P.M..  Eastern  Daylight  Savings  Tine,  Special 
Agent  in  Charge  Raymond  False t of  thg_Birmlngham  Office 
telephonically  advised  Extra  Duty 

Supervisor,  that  the  Sixteenth  Street  Baptist  Church,  Sixteenth 
Street  and  Sixth  Avenue,  South,  Birmingham,  Alabama,  was  bombed 
at  10:25  A.M.,  Central  Standard  Time.  The  rear  end  of  the  church- 
was  badly  damaged  and  several  persons  injured.  Faisst  stated  he 
was  on  the  way  to  the  scene  of  the  bombing  with  Agents  of  the 
Birmingham  Office. 


/ 


At  1:45  P.M.,  Eastern  Daylight  Savings  Time,  Assistant 
Special  Agent  in  Charge  Robert  Jensen,  Birmingham,  advised  the 
SAC  and  Agents  of  the  Birmingham  Office  were  at  the  scene  of  the 
bombing  conducting  investigation.  They  had  determined  from  Fire 
Marshal  Rosenfeld  that  he  estimated  ten  sticks  of  40  per  cent 
dynamite  had  been  dropped  on  the  road  surface  near  the  church  and 
ignited  with  a fuse— type  igniter.  He  stated  damage  to  the  church 
was  extensive,  probably  as  much  as  $20,000  to  $30,000.  Investigation 
is  being  coordinated  with  the  Birmingham  Police  Department  and 
Lieutenant  House  of  the  Birmingham  Foliee  Department  is  at  the 
hospital  attempting  to  Identify  the  dead  and  injured. 

Jensen  advised  it  had  just  been  reported  to  him  that 
a Negro  woman  had  observed  the  bombing  of  the  church  and  described  / 
the  car  as  a 1957  or  1958  blue  R.H  r.k.  The  license  jnmhaa-mhivh 
sh^turnished  was  regisl 

Birmingham , for  a i “8 

^^^^xnat  angle.  * 

ACTION 

Appropriate  Bureau  officials  and  Mr,  Lou  Kaude j ^5 $ the 
Civil  Rights  Division  of  the  Departmen^iotlfled^^^ 

* He  called  back  at  2:30  P.M,  had  been, 

eliminated  as  a suspect, 


ft  IQPi?. 


5 4-Str  XU]'; 

1 — Mr.  DeLoach 

GEB;mlt 
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ftDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTM5ATM® 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  0£  iUSTtCC 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECMt 

SEP  1'6  1963 

teuexyee 


fj 


URGENT  9-1 6-C3  9-29  PM  CST  HEP 
IV  DIRECTOR 
TROM  SAC  BIRMINGHAM  /I 57-352/  2P 


n U 


2 Kr.  Tolsoa 
£ Hr,  B elm  ob! 
!|  Mr.  Mohr. 

■j  Casper. 

j Kr.  C 
J Hr.  Cuiirr.d 
* Mr.  D' 
j Kr.  E1 
t Mr.  G. 

I Kr.  R< 

- Mr.  S 
Mr.  Ta1 
Mr^-Trot' 


Kiss  Holmes. 
Mise  Gr.rdr. 


Q Tot r®^'  ... 

UNSUBS,  BOMBING  OP  SIXTEENTH  STREE^APTIST  CHURCH,  SEPTEMBER 


FIFitEN  LAST,  BIRMINGHAM,  ALA.,  Bn. 

DAILY  SUMMARY. 

ONE.  CRIME  SCENE  SEARCH.  SYSTEMATIC  CRIME  SCENE  SEARCH 
OF  AREA  OUTSIDE  CHURCH  AND  MINUTE  SEARCH  OF  IMMEDIATE  BOMB  AREA 
CONDUCTED  BY  LABORATORY  AGEENTS,  ACCOMPANIED  BY  TEAM  OF  BIRMINGHAM 
AND  AGENTS  ON  SPECIAL.  NO  PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE,  SUCH  AS  SAFETY  FUSE, 
BLASTING  CAPS,  WIPE,  FRAGMENTS  OF  A TIMING  DEVICE,  CONTAINERS,  OR 
OTHER  BOMB  ACCESSORIES  FOUND.  DEBRIS  BEING  EXAMINED  FOR  MATERIAL 


CLOSEST  TO  POINT  OF  EXPLOSION  FOR  SUBSEQUENT  LAB  EXAM|mTION  FOR 
EXPLOSIVES  RESIDUE.  PV  inn  ^ Sc 

° SEP  18  7963 

TWO.  NEIGHBORHOOD,  SIXTYFIVE  RESIDENTS  VICINITY  OF  CHURCH 


INTERVIEWED.  ALL  WERE  IN  AREA  AND  HEARD  BLAST.  NONE  ABLE  TO 
FURNISH  INFO  RE  UNUSUAL  INCIDENTS  OR  PERSONS  OBSERVED  WHO  COULD  BE 
CONSIDERED  SUSPECTS  AND  DID  NOT  NOTICE  ANYTHING  OUT  OF  THE  ORDINARY 


END  PAGE  ONE 
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PAGE  TWO. 

JUST  PRIOR  TO  OR  AFTER  BLAST. 

THREE.  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  BIRMINGHAM  DIVISION  ACCOUNTED  FOR. 

OF  THE  OTHER  KKK  MEMBERS  INTERVIEWED  THIS  DATE  TWO  INDICATED  A 
DESIRE  TO  FURNISH  INFO,  ONE  STATING  HE  HAD  A LIST  OF  BLACK  MUSLIMS 
HE  WOULD  LIKE  TO  FURNISH  AS  SUSPECTS.  THE  OTHER  STATED  HE  KNEW  THE 
IDENTITY  OF  A KLAN  MEMBER  WHO  ALLEGEDLY  HAS  A CASE  OF  DYNAMITE  AND 
WILL  ATTEMPT  TO  SECURE  A STICK  FOR  AGENTS. 

FOUR.  CARS  VICINITY  OF  CHURCH.  OWNERS  OF  ALL  CARS  TO  DATE 
KNOWN  TO  BE  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  THE  CHURCH  AT  THE  TIME  OF  THE  BLAST 
INTERVIEWED  TO  NO  AVAIL. 

FIVE.  ALL  ANONYMOUS  TELEPHONE  CALLS  AND  EXPEDITE  LEADS 
FURNISHED  BY  PHONE  TO  FBI  AND  BIRMINGHAM  PD  TO  DATE  HAVE  BEEN 
INVESTIGATED,  CHECKED  OUT  AND  ELIMINATED. 

SIX.  FUTURE  INVESTIGATION,  WE  NOW  HAVE  SEVERAL  PROJECTS 
UNDERWAY  IN  ADDITION  TO  COVERING  LEADS  AS  THEY  DEVELOP.  TO  WIT, 
GARBAGE  COLLECTORS,  MAIL  TRUCKS,  TRANSPORTATION  FACILITIES, 

POSSIBLE  SOURCES  OF  DYNAMITE,  STOLEN  AUTOMOBILES  WITH  POSSIBLE 
CONNECTION,  ADDITIONAL  KLAN  MEMBERS  AND  MEMBERS  OF  OTHER  HATE  CROUPS 
ADDITIONAL  MEMBERS  OF  CHURCH  CONGREGATION,  AND  TRADES  PEOPLE  WHO  MAY 
HAVE  HAD  EMPLOYEES  IN  THE  AREA  AT  THE  PTERTINENT  .TIME. 

' **  ip  - 

ACK  AND  HOLD  PLS 

11-36  PM  OK  FBI  VA  HFL  t $ - r . . 

,1:  C."  » ' • • 


URGpflt 


ftUtfenL  aiMZLAtr 
s'  V .. 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  Of  JUSTICE 

■COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 
SEP  1 5 1963 

TEL.ETYPE.X^ 


9-15-53 
DIRECTOR.  FBI 


PM  CST 


. ?Sz.  Belmont 
j ICr.  MoTiy 
j Kr,  Cfsf«" 

; Hi.  Callahan 

g Till.  Conrad 

■ ' It.  Ivetta 


.'rr.  level 

j>Ir.  Trotter_ 

Te,1?..  Eoora 

ATiss  Holmes 

ff.iss  Gs.adr- 


FROM  - SAC-  BIRMINGHAM  15  7-352  2P 

' o 

UNSUB  - BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  C H URC H . 
BIRI-5  INGHAM,  ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  , SIXTYTHREE  — RM. 


END  PAGE  ONE 
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BUREAU  WILL  BE  ADVISED  OF  ANY  FURTHER  INFORMATION  RECEIVED 
AEOUT  THIS  MATTER. 

END  ACK  PLS 

9-42  PM  OK  FBI  WA  NH 
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''-nUlt-XL  iMi  j-  r: 

U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  Of  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 
SEP  16  1953/ 

teletype 


I~r.  Tolsca 

ITr.  Belmont 

ITr.  IZohr 

Mr.  C*.sper 

Mr.  Callahan 

Mr.  Conrad 

Mr,  


/ 


URGENT  S-1S“S3  6~  40  PM  EST  CLH 

TO /DIRECTOR,  FBI  157-1025  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
JttOM  SAC,  KNOXVILLE  l^J-lSD  2P 

UNSUBS,  BOMBING  0 ^SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SjtXTY THREE , BOMBING 
MATTERS,  00  BIRMINGHAM. 

RE  BH  TEL  SEPT.  FIFTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE. 

TWO  OF  KNOXVILLE-S  THREE  BOMB  SUSPECTS .LOCATED  AND 
ACTIVITIES  AT  CHATTANOOGA  VERIFIED  DURING  PERTINENT  PERIOD 
BOMBING  INSTANT  CASE.  THIRD  BOMB  SUSPECT  REPORTED  BY  HIS 
RELATIVES  TO  HAVE  BEEN  IN  CHATTANOOGA  SATURDAY  AFTERNOON 
AND  NIGHT  SEPT.  FOURTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE  AND  MORNING  SEPT. 

EX-114  * 

DEPARTED  CHATTANOOGA  BY  BUS  FOR  DETROIT 


/ 

f 

t. 


PURCHASE  CAR  LEAVING  HIS  CHATTANOOGA  RESIDENCE  WITH 
UNKNOWN  INDIVIDUAL  ABOUT  TWELVE  FIFTY  PM,  EST,  SEPT.  3 SEP  18  1963 
FIFTEEN,  SIXTY  THREE.  NEIGHBORS  DID  NOT  SEE  THIS  SUSPECJ,._  _ _ 


END  PAGE  ONE 

’ ^ 
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In 
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PAGE  TWO 

SUNDAY  SEPT,  FIFTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE  BUT  DID  SEE  TWO  MEN  LEAVE 
SUSPECT-S  RESIDENCE  IN  CAR  ABOUT  TWELVE  FIFTY  PM,  EST, 

ONE  OF  WHOM  COULD  HAVE  BEEN  SUSPECT  AS  REPORTED  BY  HIS 


* AMILY  • INVESTIGATION  10  VtKlUT  UUKU  SUb^tGlb  flwunuts 
DURING  PERTINENT  PERIOD  CONTINUING  BUT  MAY  NOT  BE  RESOLVED 
UNTIL  HIS  RETURN  CHATTANOOGA  SOME  TIME  DURING  NEXT  TWO  OR 
THREE  DAYS.  SUSPECT-S  WHEREABOUTS  AND  CONTACTS  IN  DETROIT 
REPORTEDLY  UNKNOWN  TO  HIS  WIFE  AND  OTHERS  IN  CHATTANOOGA. 

BIRMINGHAM  WILL  BE  IMMEDIATELY  ADVISED  WHEN  THIS  MATTER 
RESOLVED. 


3 


IN  ADDITION,  FOURTEEN  OTHER  KLAN 
MEMBERS  INTERVIEWED  AND  NO  PERTINENT  INFO  OBTAINED.  APPROXIMATELY 
ONE  HUNDRED  ELEVEN  INDIVIDUALS  REMAIN  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED 
KX  DIVISION. 

END  AC  PLS 

WA  7-45  PM  OK  FBI  WA  NH 

?n>  f 0 1 - r I . 

BH  , <SXX  5-46  PM  OK  FBI  BH  HEP  A - r'  • , 


1U  DISC  M 


c.  t 3 I 

4 • 1 * ti  r 


mi£AM.  EilKtAtl  OF  INVESTIGATION 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

' . 1 COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION / 


SEP  16  1963 

trEUEXYPB 


p/ 


1IRGFNT  Q-1A:  -S.5  5-55  PM  CST 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr.  Ta-J 

Mr.  Trotter 

Tele.  Rows 

Mies  Ho'lir.ej. 

Miaa  G esai-' 


TO  DOCTOR,  FBI  /1 57-1025/  AND  SAC  .BIRMINGHAM 
ErfOM  SAC,  MOBILE  /157 -pXSf  2 P 

/ UNSUBS,  BOMBING  QFSIXTEEN TH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  BIRMlNGHA M, 

ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE.  BM. 

RE  BIRMINGHAM  AND  BUREAU  TELETYPES  SEPT.  FIFTEEN  INSTANT. 

OF  FIFTEEN  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  IN  THE  MOBILE  DIVISION,  THIRTEEN 
HAVE  BEEN  CHECKED  OUT  AND  ELIMINATED.  WHEREABOUTS  OF  OTHER  TWO 
HAVE  NOT  BEEN  DETERMINED  AS  YET  AND  BOTH  WILL  BE  INTERVIEWED 
PURSUANT  TO  BUTEL  OF  SEPT.  FIFTEEN. 

TODAY  MOBILE  INTERVIEWED  A TOTAL  OF  SEVENTEEN  PERSONS  WHO 
ARE  EITHER  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  OR  MEMBER  OF  KLAN  OR  HATE  GROUP. 

NO  PERTINENT  INFO  WAS  OBTAINED  DURING  INTERVIEWS.  FORTYONE 
SUCH  INTERVIEWS  REMAIN  ' JS1-  l*4i- 


/ 


IN  THE  MONTGOMERY  AREA  AND  EIGHT  IN  MOBILE  AREA  WHOSE  NAMES 
COULD  BE  CHECKED  AGAINST  AIRLINE  RECORDS  FOR  FLIGHTS  FROM  MOBILE 
AND  MONTGOMERY  TO  BIRMINGHAM  AND  RETURN  DURING  PERTINENT  PERIOD. 
ENp  PAGE  ONE  ....  ^ _ 
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PAGE  TWO  

RESERVATION  AND  PASSENGER  RECORDS  FOR  EASTERN  AIRLINES  ARE 
MAINTAINED  IN  ATLANTA  AND  FOR  NATIONAL  AIRLINES  ARE  MAINTAINED  IN 
NEW  ORLEANS.  IF  BIRMINGHAM  CONSIDERS  THIS  LEAD  ADVISABLE,  MOBILE 
SHOULD  BE  NOTIFIED  AND  THESE  NAMES  WILL  BE  FURNISHED  ATLANTA  AND 
NEW  ORLEANS  FOR  CHECKING  THESE  AIRLINE  RECORDS.  MOBILE  WILL 
CHECK  THE  EIGHT  NAMES  AT  MOBILE  AGAINST  RESERVATION  AND  PASSENGER 
RECORDS  OF  SOUTHERN  AIRTLINES  AND  UNITED  AIRLINES  MAINTAINED  AT 
MOBILE. 

AS  SUGGESTED  IN  PHONE  CALL  TO  BIRMINGHAM  TODAY,  BIRMINGHAM 
SHOULD  CHECK  ALL  CAR  RENTAL  AGENCIES  AT  AIRPORT  IN  BIRMING^aJ 
COVERING  PERTINENT  PERIOD. 

END  AND  ACK  PLS 

WA  S-Oi  PM  OK  FBI  VA  OS 

BH  6-02  PM  CST  OK  FBI  BH  HEP 
TU  CLEAR  MSECCOMWGALDDJM 


*ir.u  id  c r* 

i •:  v 


«*»  w 
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u S.  CLF’ARlMtftT  OF  JUSTICE 

COMKL'IiiCATlONS  SECTION 

SEP  IS  i3bE 


/^ETYPI 


/ 


URGENT  9-15-63  6-190.  EM 

TO  DUlfcTOR,  FBI  /1 5 7- 1025/  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
FROM  SAC,  MEMPHIS  /15  7-3ijS/  2P 


UNSUBS,  BOMBING  OFSIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

BIRMINGHAM,  XUABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  LAStTIoMBIN^^ 

- — ■-  )e\^3 

00  BIRMINGHAM. 

RE  TELS  FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  BUREAU  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN 
LAST  AND  MEMPHIS  TEL  TO  BUREAU  AND  BIRMINGHAM  SEPTEMBER 
SIXTEEN  LAST. 

r ON  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  LAST  AT  TWO  FORTY  PM' 

JAS  OBSERVED  BY 

AN  SA  OF  THE  FBI  MOWING  FRONT  LAWN.  CONDITION  OF  LAWN  AND 
[INDICATED  THAT  HE  HAD’i^ARENTLY  BEEN  AT  WORK  FOR 
APPROXIMATELY  TWO  HOURS  AT  THAT  TIME.  ^ / d 

AT  THREE  FIFTEEN  PM,  SAME  DATE,  SA  OBSERVED] 

I AUTOMOBILE  PARKED  AT1 


l 


HIS  RESIDENCE. 

AND  SPOT  SURVEILLANCE  INSTITUTED.  AT  FOUR  TEN  PM^ 
OBSERVED  COMING  FROM  RESIDENCE  AND  GOING  TO  TRASHCAN. 


JOT  IN  SIGHT  AT  THAT  TIME 


3 SEP  18  1963 


SURVEILLANCE  DISCONTINUED. 


Jh 
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PAGE  TWO 


NOT  IN  BIRMINGHAM  AT  TIME  OF  BOMBING. 

AS  POINTED  OUT  IN  REFERENCED  MEMPHIS  TEL  TO  BUREAU  AND 
BIRMINGHAM  TWO  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  IN  MEMPHIS  WERE  DETERMINED 
TO  HAVE  BEEN  IN  MEMPHIS  ON  THE  MORNING  OF  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN 
LAST. 

END  ACK  PLS 

WA  CLVRRECTIQN  TIME  SHOULD  BE  6-19  PM 
WA  8-25  PM  OK  FBI  WA  NH 
BH  6-24  PM  CST  OK  FBI  BH  HEP 
TU  DISC 
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f ItutKrtL  BiiKtAu  C.-  '.ivLiTlGATlON 

i ) u.  S.  DEPARTMENT  Of  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 
SEP  1 6 1963  Ai  , 

KA^ 

IEUEXXPET 


D 


Mr.  Cs.sper_ 
Mr.  Caliahtri- 
Mrv  Conrad — 


URGENT  9-16-63  2 6-25  PM  EST  JLC 

TO  DIRECTOR,  FBI  /157-1025/  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
/fROM  SAC,  JACKSONVILLE  ^7-584/  IP 

UNSUBS,  BOMBING  pf^SlXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCHf 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE.  BM. 

00  BIRMINGHAM.  • | " 

RE  BUTELS  NINE  FIFTEEN,  LAST,  AND  NINE  SIXTEEN,-INSJANT. 
INTENSIFIED  INTER  VIEW  PROGRAM  CONDUCTED  TODAY  THROiJg^OUT 

* - ‘ CZJ> 

JACKSONVILLE  DIVISION  RESULTED  IN  LOCATION  AND  INTERVIEWS 
FORTY  FOUR  MEMBERS  OF  U.S.  KLANS  KKKK,  INC.,  UNITED  FLORIDA 
KKK  OR  ANP.  INTERVIEWS  ALL  UNPRODUCTIVE  TO  DATE  ALTHOUGH  SEVERAL 
MEMBERS  INCLUDING 


/ 

/* 

U 


:FFORTS  CONTINUING  TO^L^CA^E,AN^ 

INTERVIEW  REMAINING  KNOWN  MEMBERS  WHICH  APPROXIMATES  FORTY_FXM£. 

END  AND  ACK  PLS  .vft  eroiR19G3 

'Xhjr  rN.Am  12  SEP  13M 

WA,  7-30  PM  OK  FBI  WA  LLD 


_ //0. 


BH  5-30 

TU  DISCV 
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' PM  CST  OK  FBI  BH’  HpPn  V"  ^ 
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TlOlKW.  OUKlAH  Ut  INVESTIGATION 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION. 
SEP  16  1953 

X£OEaaa?B 


1 J 


1 


Ifr.  Tolsom— 

SCr.  Belmont. — - 

Mr.  Mohr 

Hr.  Casper 

Mr.  Cailfchsti 

Mr.  Conrad 
Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr, 

Mr 


1 


CST  HEP 


FROM  SAC  BIRMINGHAM  /I 57*352/  IP 

UNSUBS,  BOMBING  OF  ^SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTISTjCHlTCCH  , 

BI RMIN GHAM , AT.ABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  SIX^THREE^.  BM . 

ALL  OF  BIRMINGHAM/S  BOMBING  SUSPECTSACCOUNTED  FOR  j 

DURING  PERTINENT  PERIOD  OF  INSTANT  BOMBING.  /- 

END 

PM  OK  FBI  WA  HFL 
TU  CLRO 


e-  w 


Udr-^ 


IB  SEP  18  1963 


Q-  10* 


OPTIONAL  KIM  HO.  10 

MAY  1*62  (0lT(OH 
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UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

/ Memorandum 
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BOMBING  OF  16th  STREET 
BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA 
SEPTEMBER  15,  1963 
BOMBING  MATTER 


ToiSOn  — 

Belmont  - 

Mohr  

Casper  — 
Callahan  . 


Conrod  — — . 

DeLoach  


Evans 
Gale  - 

date:  September  15,  1963 


Tavel  

Trotter  

Tele.  Room  


Deputy  Attorney  General  Katzenbach  called  me  shortly 
before  8:00  p.m.,  9-15-63,  and  expressed  his  interest  in  instant 
bombing.  I assured  him  that  the  Bureau  considered  this  a most 
heinous  offense  and  that  we  had  entered  the  investigation  with 
no  holds  barred. 


Mr.  Katzenbach  Indicated  that  he  had  talked  to  Negro 
leaders  at  Birmingham  including  Reverend  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr., 
and  his  brother  Reverend  A.  D.  W.  King  and  urged  them  to  see  to 
it  that  anyone  with  information  should  come  forward  with  the 
information  to  the  FBI. 


Mr.  Katzenbach  was  pleased  with 
we  had  gone  all  out  on  this  investigation. 

1 - Mr.  Mohr 
1 - Mr,  DeLoach 
1 - Mr.  Evans 
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BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
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jft)eLoach  i£- 

f*Evorns  

Gale  

Sullivan  

Tovel  - 

Trotter  

Tele-  Room  , 

Holmes  — 

Gandy  


SAC  Roy  Moore  called  from  Birmingham  to  advise  me,  that 
they  have  initiated  a detailed  examination  of  the  crime  scene  area. 
They  have  also  instituted  a methodical  square-by-square  interview 
of  the  entire  neighborhood  so  that  they  might  possibly  develop  - . 
information  as  to  suspect  cars  or  incidents  in  the  area  prior  to  fhe 
bombing  or  subsequent  thereto.  They  are  making  particular  effort 
to  immediately  give  any  interviews  of  special  interest  immediate^ 
preferred  attention.  So  far,  nothing  has  been  developed  of  interest. 

< They  have  many  nebulous  leads  which  they  are  running  out. 

% 

^ Moore  stated  that,  in  addition  to  the  interviews  being 

(■Conducted,  the  crime  scene  search  so  far  discloses  that  apparently 
I the  explosive  was  placed  on  the  Sixteenth  Street  side  of  the  church 
[ at  the  entrance  of  the  church  which  goes  into  the  lounge  area.  This 
area  apparently  was  utilized  by  the  children  who  were  getting 
prepared  for  choir  practice.  A three-foot  crater  appeared  at  the  side 
^of  the  church,  indicating  that  the  explosive  used  obviously  was  quite 
violent. 

<--5  Moore  stated  that  he  wanted  to  let  us  know  that  this  was 

the  situation  as  of  now  and  they  were  going  fuU  steam  ahead  with 
the  investigation.  He  said  he  would  keep  us  informed  of  any  matters 
of  interest. 


1 - Mr.  Mohr 
1 - Mr.  DeLoach 
1 - Mr.  Evans 
1-Mr.  Conrad 
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TO  SAC  BIRMINGHAM 


IF  NEXT  RADIO  CONTACT  MISSED, 
SEND  BY  PLAIN  TEXT  TELETYPE, 
DEFERRED. 


FROM  DIRECTOR  FBI  (157-1025) 

o 

UNSUBS;  BOMBING-OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

BIRMINGHAM. ALABAMA , SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  BIXTYTHREE,  BOMBING 

MATTERS. 

RE  UR  TEL  SEPTEMBER  SIXTEEN  AND  BUT  EL  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN 

CONTAINING  DETAILED  INSTRUCTIONS.  REBUTELCALL  THIS  DATE. 

IN  VIEW  OF  LACK  OF  PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE  SUCH  AS  SAFETY  FUSE, 

BLASTING  CAPS,  WIRE  FRAGMENTS  OR  TIMING  DEVICE,  ETC. , POSSIBILIT 

EXISTS  BOMB  WAS  PLACED  AT  SUBJECT  CHURCH  PRIOR  TO  TIME  OF 

EXPLOSION.  INQUIRIES  CONCERNING  PERSONS  WHO  MAY  HAVE  PASSED  BY 

CHURCH  SHOULD  BE  BROADENED  TO  ALL  THOSE  PERSONS  NORMALLY 

PASSING  BY  CHURCH  DURING  HOURS  OF  DARKNESS.  CONTINUE  TWENTYFO 

i j / c n / /)  ? j cr  _ ry 

^ Kt \j  i*  i /-  / v f 

HOUR  SURVEILLANCE  OF  CHURCH  SO  INCENSE  PLATE  NUMBERS  OF" 

VEHICLES  MAY  BE  OBTAINED  A^D  INTERVIEWS  CONDUCJEp^DURINgg 
DAYLIGHT  HOURS.  PERPETRATORS  BOMBING  MAY  USEJCOVER  OF— 


Mohr  . 


-DARKNESS  TO 


REVISIT  SCEN&t>^  T&IR  CRIME.  BE  ALERT  FOR  ANY 


Callahan 
Conrad  — 
DeLodch  „ . 
Evans  (3) 
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Rosen  

Sullivan  . 

Tavel 
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RADIOGRAM  TO  SAC  BIRMINGHAM 
RE:  UNSUBS;  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH 
STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


SUSPICIOUS  PERSONS  ATTENDING  FUNERALS  OF  VICTIMS  OF 
BOMBING. 


CONSIDERATION  SHOULD  BE  GIVEN  TO  ESTABLISHING 
EXTREMELY  DISCREET  OBSERVATION  OF  CHURCH  SERVICES  AND 
BURIALS  FOR  SUCH  PURPOSE.  NO  INTERVIEWS  ARE  TO  BE  CONDUCTED 
IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  THE  CHURCH  SERVICES  OR  BURIALS.  OBTAIN 
LICENSE  PLATE  NUMBERS  OF  ANY  SUSPICIOUS  PERSONS  AND  CONDUCT 
INTERVIEWS  AWAY  FROM  SERVICES  AND  BURIALS. 


f 


3 


teletype: 
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UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS  w 

BOMBING  OF  ^6TH ^STRm-^AETI5lJSBIffiC^ 

BIRMINGHAM,.  ALABAMA,  9/15/63 

'BOMBING  MATTERS 

At  approximately  10:19  a.m.,  Central  Standard  Time  (CST) , 9/3 
the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church,  located  at  16th  Street  and  6th 
Avenue,  North,  Birmingham,  Alabama,  was  bombed.  This  is  a large 
INegro  church  in  which  many  pro- Integration  demonstrations  have  been 
(held  during  the  past  year.  e: 

The  following  individuals  are  reported  to  have  died  in  the 
bombing:  Carol  Robertson,  aged  14;  Addie  Collins,  aged  14;  Denise/' d 

UolkTa  4 W a/WA*)  1ft  « n TmfUU  T A nil  M - 1 T-  I 1 

J AW  p vj  ui-ua»  1 agcu  j MIA  U A CUIiaiCO  • 1U  1 /I  . 

addition,  16  other  persons  were  injured,  consisting  of  9 Negro  mal 
5 Negro  females  and  2 white  females.  ^ J 

The  rear  end  of  the  church  was  badly  damaged.  A fire 
marshal  in  Birmingham  estimated  that  10  sticks  of  dynamite  had  been 
dropped  on  the  road  surface  near  the  church  and  ignited  with  a fuse- 
type  ignitor.  He  estimated  the  damage  to  the  church  would  run  as 
high  as  $20,000  to  $30,000.  ^ 

r: 

A full  Investigation  was  immediately  instituted  by-gpur 
Birmingham  Office  and  SAC  Raymond  L.  Faisst  promptly  proceeds  td’ 
the  scepe  to  take  charge  pf  our  investigation  and  to  coordinate  u; ' 
activities  with  the  Birmingham  Police  Department  (PD).  £2 

. Deputy  Attorney  General  Katzenbach,  who  called  Hr,£33vaA§ 
on  9/15/63  concerning  the  bombing,  was  advised  that  we  had  latticed 
an  JLmmediate  investigation  into  the  matter  and  that  a Bureaus* 

Inspect of  and  a special  squad  of  Agents  had  been  sent  into  Birmingham. 


^ Ten  Special  Agents,  two  stenographers  and  five  Bureau 

Scars  were  immediately  dispatched  to  the  Birmingham  Office  from  other 
pffices  on  special  assignment.  In  addition,  SAC  Roy  Moore  of  the 


KAttle  Rock  Office  Was  sent  injtophead  up  the  investigation. 
■ ” »*••>  ~ 
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Memorandum  for  Mr*  Belmont 

BE:  UNSUBS;  BOMBING  OF  16TH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


and! 
Fy  jel 


Tja^^gg^jm^gpresentatives,  sPecl&l  Agents! 


spori 


departed  at  6:30  p.m.,  9/15/63  via 
From  Andrews  Air  Force  Base  for  Birmingham* 


naiT^Hw] 

I Assistant' Attorney  General  Brrftf*  Marshall  ff"*  ftgparimental  Attprnevt 


C Faisst  and  ASAC  Robert  Jepsen  were  telephonicall] 
advised  tliat  no  blow-bv-blow  reports  of  our  investigation  are  to  be. 
furnished  to  bepartmental  Attorneys  on  the  scene  and  II  any  problems 
are"  ep^cou^teyd  in  this  regarjl  TEe^  are  to  cojpm^ii^te  with^the  Bureau 

BfrmitfBftam  Office  and 


Instructions  were  issued  to  the 


eight  neighboring  offices  to  immediately  initiat^Jinterviews  of  all 
known  Klansmen  and  hate  group  members,  particularly  members  of  the 
National  States  Rights  Party  (NSRP),  and  to  establish  the  whereabouts 
of  all  bombing  suspects  during  the  pertinent  period  and  to  conduct 
appropriate  interviews  of  them*  The  offices  were  instructed  to  at 
first  single  out  Klan  members  and  hate  group  members  who  would  most 
logically  deplore  instant  bombing  and  who  would  be  likely  to  furnish 
information  of  possible  assistance*  The  tactic  of  first  interviewing 
lesser  persons  in  Klan  and  hate  groups  is  being  utilized  in  view  of 
the  heinous  nature  of  the  crime  and  the  possibility  that  such 
individuals  would  not  condone  such  a crime*  The  normal  procedures 
of  interviewing  key  individuals  in  these  organizations  are,  of 
course,  also  being  followed. 


The  Birmingham  Office  has  completed  interviews  with  persons 
who  reported  they  had  information  of  possible  value  and  are  proceeding 
with  interviews  of  possible  witnesses  who  were  in  the  area  at  the 

I time  of  the  explosion.  No  information  of  value  has  yet  been 
developed  concerning  the  identities  of  the  individuals  responsible 
for  the  crime.  Two  automobiles,  which  were  reported  as  possibly 
being  involved,  have  been  checked  out  and  no  pertinent  information 
developed* 

A preliminary  examination  of  the  crime  scene  by  the  two 
representatives  from  the  FBI  Laboratory  confirmed  the  opinion  of  the 
local  fire  marshal  that  a high  order  explosive,  possibly  dynamite, 
was  used  in  the  bombing,  A detailed  foot-by-foot  crime  scene 
search  will  be  conducted  on  the  morning  of  9/16/63  during  the 
.daylight  hours. 
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Memorandum  for  Mr.  Belmont 

RE;  UNSUBS;  BOMBING  OF  16TH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Dynamite  sources  are  being  checked  out  for  possible 
leads  and  inquiries  are  also  being  made  as  to  any  recent  thefts  of 
dynamite  in  the  Alabama  area.  Detailed  neighborhood  investigations 
have  been  initiated  including  inquiry  at  service  stations,  hotels, 
motels,  restaurants,  taxicab  companies  and  similar  places  to  obtain 
information  regarding  any  suspicious  persons  who  may  have  been  in 
the  area  at  the  pertinent  time.  Our  informants  have  been  alerted 
and  close  contact  is  being  maintained  with  them. 

, In  addition  to  the  deaths  which  occurred  as  a result  of 

1 the  church  bombing,  two  other  Negroes  were  killed  in  Birmingham 
on  9/15/63.  In  one  incident  Johnny  Robinson,  aged  16,  was  shot 
and  killed,  reportedly  by  an  officer  of  the  Birmingham  PD  as  an 
outgrowth  of  Negroes  throwing  bricks  and  rocks  at  police  officers 
in  the  vicinity  of  8th  Avenue  and  26th  Street,  North.  In  the 
second  incident,  Virgil  Ware,  aged  13,  was  shot  and  killed  on 
Sandusky  Road,  between  Adams ville  and  Graysville,  Alabama,  suburbs 
of  Birmingham.  The  Jefferson  County  Sheriff's  Office,  which  is 
investigating  the  Ware  killing,  has  advised  that  two  unidentified 
white  males  on  a motor  scooter  are  suspects  in  this  case. 

The  Birmingham  Office  will  keep  the  Bureau  advised  of 
pertinent  developments  regarding  the  deaths  of  Robinson  and  Ware. 

With  regard  to  the  situation  in  Birmingham,  the  city 
remained  relatively  quiet  during  the  night.  Chief  of  Police 
Jamie  Moore  advised  our  Birmingham  Office  that  he  had  requested 
that  150  uniformed  officers  of  the  Alabama  Highway  Patrol  be  sent 
to  Birmingham  to  assist  in  maintaining  order.  These  officers 
arrived  in  Birmingham  on  the  night  of  9/15/63.  Units  of  the 
Alabama  National  Guard  in  Birmingham  have  reportedly  been  alerted 
and  a number  of  National  Guardsmen  are  reportedly  standing  by  at 
armories  in  Birmingham. 


ACTION: 


This  matter  is  receiving  close  personal  supervision  and 


A memorandum  to  the  Attorney  General,  advising  him  of 
pertinent  details  of  the  bombing  and  of  the  fact  that  the 
initiated  immediate  investigation,  is  being  prepar 

fL 


■ Al.  r 7 n\  J!/f  ...  . JV.  vo  rfjj . ^2.^ 


-Skj* 

-*  rv  •»'V'V'*^vr 
T"*-  ( i * t ■ 


10:47  a.m. 


September  16,  1663 
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MEMORANDUM  FOR  MR. 

MR. 


TOLSON 
BELMONT 
DE  LOACH 
ROSEN 


The  Attorney  General  called  and  stated 
they  were  considering  Issuing  a $25, 000  reward  in  the 
Birmingham  situation.  He  asked  If  1 had  any  particular 
feeling  in  this  regard.  1 replied  that  I did  not  think 
it  would  be  particularly  helpful  or  harmful.  1 advised 
the  Attorney  General  that  we  had  found  it  better  to  work 
through  inlormants,  Offering  to  pay  the  inlormant  if 
he  delivers  information  on  the  line  without  advertising. 

Very  truly  yours 

J.  EH. 

\ 

\ John  Edgar  Hoover 

Director 
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FEDERAL  tiu-irMJ  Of  ■>, L.nuATION 
U.  S.  UEHARTMEN7  OF  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 
SEP1  7 19:3 

TELETYPE 


REBUTEL  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  SIXTYTHREE. 

IN  CONDUCTING  INTERVIEWS  WITH  KLANSMEN  AND  HATE  GROUP 

MEMBERS,  RACIAL  INFORMANTS  AND  POTENTIAL  RACIAL  INFORMANTS 

SHOULD  BE  INTERVIEWED  IN  THE  SAME  MANNER  AS  ANY  OTHER  KLANSMA1 

OR  HATE  GROUP  MEMBER  IN  ORDER  THAT  THEY  WILL  BE  ABLE  TO  / 

ROUTINELY  DISCUSS  THESE  INTERVIEWS  IF  QUESTIONED  BY  OTHER  KLAN 

OR  HATE  GROUP  MEMBERS.  ALL  OFFICES  ADVISE  THE  BUREAU  WHEN 

SUCH  INTERVIEWS  HAVE  BEEN  CONDUCTED.  THESE  INFORMANTS  AND 

POTENTIAL  RACIAL  INFORMANTS  SHOULD  NOT  BE  SINGLED  OUT  FOR  $ / 

z <9*  REC*  44  /3~7-/*  * 3 1 

£1™,  "IMMEDIATE  INTERVIEW  BUT  INTERVIEW^  SHOULD  PROCEED  IN’  LOGICAL 

Moht V j ‘ “* 

Callahan  QEQUENCE.  ^ 1 

DeLoach  l 
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Sullivan  W ^ 

Tavel  
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SEE  NOTE  PAGE  TWO. 
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NOTE: 


The  Bureau  by  teletype  9-15-63  Instructed  9 different  field 
offices  in  collection  with  this  bombing  case  to  interview  aU  known 
Klansmen,  hate  group  members,  and  bombing  suspects.  In  order  to 
protect  the  identities  of  these  informants,  it  is  believed  they  should  be 
interviewed  in  the  same  manner  as  other  Klansmen  and  hate  group 
members.  , „ • ' • : ! 
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BAPBOMB. 

REBUTEL  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  SIXTYTHREE. 

IN  CONDUCTING  INTERVIEWS  WITH  KLANSMEN  AND  HATE  GROUP  MEMBERS 
RACIAL  INFORMANTS  AND  POTENTIAL  RACIAL  INFORMANTS  SHOULD  BE  INTERVIEW 


IN  THE  SAME  MANNER  AS  ANY  OTHER  KLANSMAN  OR  HATE  GROUP  MEMBER 
IN  ORDER  THAT  THEY  WILL  BE  ABLE  TO  ROUTINELY  DISCUSS  THESE 
INTERVIEWS  IF  QUESTIONED  BY  OTHER  KLAN  OR  HATE  GROUP  MEMBERS. 

ALL  OFFICES  ADVISE  THE  BUREAU  WHEN  SUCH  INTERVIEWS  HAVE  BEEN 
CONDUCTED.  THESE  INFORMANTS  AND  POTENTIAL  RACIAL  INFORMANTS 
SHOULD  NOT  BE  SINGLED  OUT  FOR  IMMEDIATE  INTERVIEW  BUT  INTERVIEWS 


SHOULD  PROCEED  IN  LOGICAL  SEQUENCE. 
END  ACK  PLS 

BT  3BH  4-49  PM  OK  FBI  BH  HEP 
H JK  5-49  PM  EST  OK  FBI  JK  JLC 
TP  5-49  PM  OK  FBI  TP  WRR 
ME  5-50  OK  FBI  ME  RPC 
MO  5-49  PM  OK  FBI  MO  TEK 


4-50  PM  OK  FBI  NO  LJ 
X SV  5-50  PM  OK  FBI  SV  RWP 
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TO  SACS  ATLANTA  BIRMINGHAM  KNOXVILLE  JACKSONVILLE  TAMPA 
MEMPHIS  MOBILE  NEW  ORLEANS  SAVANNAH 
FROM  DIRECTOR  /157-1025/  1 P 


BAPBOMB. 

REBUTEL  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  SIXTYTHREE. 

IN  CONDUCTING  INTERVIEWS  WITH  KLANSMEN  AND  HATE  GROUP  MEMBERS 
RACIAL  INFORMANTS  AND  POTENTIAL  RACIAL  INFORMANTS  SHOULD  BE  INTERVIEWE 
IN  THE  SAME  MANNER  AS  ANY  OTHER  KLANSMAN  OR  HATE  GROUP  MEMBER 
IN  ORDER  THAT  THEY  WILL  BE  ABLE  TO  ROUTINELY  DISCUSS  THESE 
INTERVIEWS  IF  QUESTIONED  BY  OTHER  KLAN  OR  HATE  GROUP  MEMBERS. 

ALL  OFFICES  ADVISE  THE  BUREAU  WHEN  SUCH  INTERVIEWS  HAVE  BEEN 
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SHOULD  NOT  BE  SINGLED  OUT  FOR  IMMEDIATE  INTERVIEW  BUT  INTERVIEWS 
SHOULD  PROCEED  IN  LOGICAL  SEQUENCE. 

END  ACK  PLS 
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• l Ibnil  *«  uilU  Jlnulinl'J  nilVA  V ItaLL 


MEMPHIS  MOBILE  NEW  ORLEANS  SAVANNAH 
FROM  DIRECTOR  /I  57- 102  5/  1 P 


BAPBOMB. 

REBUTEL  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  SIXTYTHREE. 

IN  CONDUCTING  INTERVIEWS  WITH  KLANSMEN  AND  HATE  GROUP  MEMBERS 
RACIAL  INFORMANTS  AND  POTENTIAL  RACIAL  INFORMANTS  SHOULD  BE  INTERVIEW 
IN  THE  SAME  MANNER  AS  ANY  OTHER  KLANSMAN  OR  HATE  GROUP  MEMBER 
IN  ORDER  THAT  THEY  WILL  BE  ABLE  TO  ROUTINELY  DISCUSS  THESE 
INTERVIEWS  IF  QUESTIONED  BY  OTHER  KLAN  OR  HATE  GROUP  MEMBERS. 

ALL  OFFICES  ADVISE  THE  BUREAU  WHEN  SUCH  INTERVIEWS  HAVE  BEEN 
CONDUCTED.  THESE  INFORMANTS  AND  POTENTIAL  RACIAL  INFORMANTS 
SHOULD  NOT  BE  SINGLED  OUT  FOR  IMMEDIATE  INTERVIEW  BUT  INTERVIEWS 
SHOULD  PROCEED  IN  LOGICAL  SEQUENCE* 

END  ACK  PLS  HOLD 

AT  5-33  PM  EST  OK  FBI  AT  DS 


nJth,L  BUntAU  Of  INVLSI IGATtOM 

l t u.  s.  department  of  JUSTICE 
'*  COMMUNICATIONS  SECTJpK 

Gl?  1C  1S6pA 

-.^i-errVDw 


URGENT  9-16-63  9-54  PM  EST  WRR 

"DIRECTOR  FBI  /157-1025/ 


i Mr.  Tnlpon 

e Mr.  Belmont. 

i Mr.  Mohr 

■ Mr.  Cr.sper 

Mr.  Callahan...,, 

rvm„j 


~>V\  e 


FROM  SAC  TAMPA  /157-S56/  £3*  Lcrr  L 

UNSUBS,  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREE^APTIST^HURCH,  BIRMINGHftM^ 
ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE.  BOMBING  MATTERS, 

REBUTELS  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  AND  SIXTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE. 

FIVE  POTENTIAL  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  INTERVIEWED  THIS  DATE,  NO  PER- 

TTfJTTMT  TMTTAOMATTAM  nritn  ftnrn 
IHYJLIU  IDITUmm  i LI.VLLUrLl/« 

REVIEW  OF  TAMPA  FILES  INDICATES  APPROXIMATELY  ONE  HUNDRED  NINETY 
KLAN  AND  NSRP  MEMBERS  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED  BY  THIS  DIVISION  AS  PER  BUTEL 
SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN.  THESE  ARE  CURRENT  OR  RECENTLY  ACTIVE  MEMBERS.  ^ 
IN  THIS  CONNECTION,  BUREAU  REQUESTED  ADVISE  IF  ANY  FORMER  KLANS- 
MEN  OR  FORMER  NSRP  MEMBERS  SHOULD  BE  INCLUDED  AMONG  THOSE  INTERVIEWED. 

</ 


ALSO,  ASSOCIATES  OF  POTENTIAL  BOMBING  SUSPECT  WH 

ARE  ALSO  FORMER  KLANSMEN,  ARE  NOW  CONNECTED  WITH  WHITE  CITIZENS  COUN- 
CIL, BRADENTON,  FLA.,  SOME  BEING  OFFICERS  OF  SAID  GROUP  t BUREAU  RE- 
QUESTED ADVISE  IF  THESE  PERSONS  SHOULD  BE  INIE^V^WEpf  / ~ ^ 

FOR  FURTHER  INFO  BUREAU,  TAMPA  TEL '^O^BlRrflNGH^gpSfgJ^ER  FIF- 
TEEN ADVISED  NO  TAMPA  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  OUT  OF  AREA  ON  SEPTEMBER’  FIF- 


TEEN.  j 

INVESTIGATION  CONTI NuJBfel?  L / 

run  bc.K  pi  <;  .9^  fij / 

““ \r,  T^r  xKj*  I 'W 

10-5E  PM  OK  FBI  WA  LLD 


Y' 


\ 


TU  DISO 


9-17-63 


CODE 


RADIOGRAM 


TO  SAC  TAMPA  (157- 8 5 6?^  25 

FROM  DIRECTOR  FBI  (157-1025) 3 ^ 

BAPBOMB. 


URGENT  ' 1 A ;>•;  • 

IF  NEXT  RADIO  CONTACT  MISSED, 
SEND  BY  PLAIN  TEXT  TELETYPE 
DEFERRED. 

cJ*j 

Copies  made  by  J 
for  review  by  Ro.vo  task  Force 
Date 


REURTEL  SEPTEMBER  SIXTEEN  SIXTYTHREE. 

FORMER  KLANSMEN  OR  FORMER  NSRP  MEMBERS  NEED  NOT  BE 
INTERVIEWED  AT  THE  PRESENT  TIME  UNLESS  LOGICAL  INVESTIGATION 
INDICATES  SUCH  INTERVIEWS  MIGHT  BE  PRODUCTIVE.  MEMBERS  OF 
WHITE  CITIZENS  COUNCILS  ARE  NOT  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED  AT  THIS  TIME 
EVEN  THOUGH  FORMER  KLAN  MEMBERS  UNLESS  LOGICAL  INVESTIGATION 
INDICATES  SUCH  INTERVIEWS  MIGHT  BE  PRODUCTIVE. 


RBL:cac  , . 
(3) 


NOTE: 


Belmont  . 
Mohr  


Callahan  . 
Conrad  _ 
DeLoach 
Evans  „ 
Gale  


s 

The  Bureau  issued  instructions  9-15  & 16-63  concerting  interests  -of 
all  Klansmen  and  hate-group  subjects  as  well  as  potential  bombing 
suspects.  Tampa  has  inquired  as  to  interviews  of  former  Klansmen 
and  hate  group  memb^fg.  some  cf  Whom  are  now  white  citizens 
council  members.  Tampa/ha  s approximately  190  Klan  and  hate  group 
members  to  be  interviewed  who,  are  current  or  recently  active 
members.  At  thi6%mfe,  &ereap$6ars  no  reason  to  commence 
interviews  of  former  Klansmen  or  hate  group  members  unless  logical 
investigation  indicates  sotne  should  be  done. 

-•••>  ’ - ' JtiVji  V ,|  V 


COM i/iUNiCATlONS  SECTION^ S' 

SEP  1 7 1963  { 


A / y 


Tele.  Room  . 

Holmes  

Gandy  


TELETYPE 

''mail  ROOM  1 J TELETYPE  UNIT 
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with  no  segregable 


CH  Information  pertained  only  to  a third  party  with  no  reference  to  you  or  the  subject  of  your  request. 

I I Information  pertained  only  to  a third  party.  Your  name  is  listed  in  the  title  only. 

□ Documents  originated  with  another  Government  agency(ies).  These  documents  were  referred  to  that 
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The  following  number  is  to  be  used  for  reference  regarding  these  pages: 

j r i 0 3.3 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X DELETED  PAGE(S)  $ 
XNO  DUPLICATION  FEE  x 
X FOR  THIS  PAGE  X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


0 


U.  i.  DirAiiJf.'LlV:  Ji  JllS1IC£  ) 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION  / 
SEP  18  IBbcJ 


URG 


Hr.  ToIbob 

Mr.  Belmont 

Mr.  Mohr 

Mr.  Casper 

Mr.  Callahan 

Mr.  Conrad 

Mr.  DeLoach 

Mr.  Erans. 

Mr.  Gale 
Mr.  Rosen. 

Mr.  Sulliva 
Mr.  Tavel — 

Mr.  Trotter. 

Tele.  Room- 
Miss  Holme! 

Miss  Gandy 


(1  9-17-63  11-44  PM  EST  PNR 

DIRECTOR  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
FROM  SAC,  SAVANNAH 
(2§tPBOMBy  BM, 

RE  SV  TEL  SEPTEMBER  SIXTEEN  SIXTYTHREE. 


INTERVIEWED  TODAY  ADVISED  POSITIVE 
NO  KLAN  MEMBERS  FROM  THEIR  GROUPS  WENT  TO  BIRMINGHAM  AREA 
PERTINENT  PERIOD. 

INTERVIEWS  ON  SIXTEENTH  AND  SEVENTEENTH  INSTANT  INCLUDE  AT 
LEAST  ONE  INFORMANT  AND  ONE  OFFICIAL  IN  EACH  ACTIVE  KLAVERN  OF  EACH 
KLAN  GROUP  IN  SV  TERRITORY.  INFO  FROM  OFFICIALS  HAVE  SUBSTANTIATED 
INFO  FROM  INFORMANTS  THAT  NO  KLANSMEN  FROM  THIS  AREA  KNOWN  TO  HAVE 
GONE  TO  BH  PERTINENT  PERIOD  AND  FIRST  WORD  OF  CAPTIONED  BOMBING 
RECEIVED  FROM  NEWS  MEDIA. 

AGK  AND  ASCK  LOCALIZED  SV  AREA  AND  PRESENTLY  AT  ODDS  WITH  UKA, 
PRINCIPAL  KLAN  ACTIVE  BH  AREA,  BECAUSE  ROBERT  SHELTON,  UKA, 

NOT  COOPERATIVE  AND  PRESUMES  TO  SPEMp  £QR  ALI^KLANS.  XOCAL  UjiA^ . 

LEADERS  SV  AREA  ALL  INDICATED  CAPTIONED  'ENDANGERING  LIVES, 


l 


CONTRARY  TO  BELIEFS, 
END  PAGE  ONE 

23 19^ 


ST-101  a gy>  181363 


j\  M 

T- 


PAGE  TWO 


he 

ONLY  BOMB  SUSPECT  SV  TERRITORY,  IN 

CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  PERTINENT  PERIOD  AS  PER  REF  TEL* 

NO  KNOWN  MEMBERS  NATIONAL  STATES  RIGHTS  PARTY  RESIDING  SV 
TERRITORY. 

APPROXIMATELY  ONE  HUNDRED  ACTIVE  KLANSMEN  REMAIN  TO  BE 
INTERVIEWED  SV  DIVISION. 

END  ^ 

WA  12-A9  AM  OK  FBI  UA  HFL  “ 

BH  10-49  PM  OKF  BI  BH  HEP  ‘ — 

TU  DESC  — 


?£1>  |p  r.  Zp  V.-.  r.-. 

fc  £ I 

“EC.O  if  : ^ , 


fujtKHL  £it!<<£AtJ  Or  iNyFiTi' 

U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  Of  ;„ai  iuc 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 
SEP! 


l Mr.  Toifoa. 
: ICr.  S dittos 
1 Mr.  Mohr— 

? Mr.  Cooper, 
; Mr.  C.-i!a!:s 
i Mr.  Co.  ' • 

} Mr.  Dol-oc 
i Mr.  Erpiif- 


9-17-53 


5-11  PM  CST 


J tl\ 

/sjLvv'-'i:  *:,S- 

-cr.fr 


TOy^IRECTOR,  FBI  157-1025  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  :v  Grid?- 

l4oM  SAC,  NEW  ORLEANS  157-1294  r. 

•fBAPBO^ST;  00  BIRMINGHAM*  r cc  ' 

NINE  OF  THE  TEN  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  IN  NEW  ORLEANS  . rJ, 
TERRITORY  LOCATED  AND  INTERVIEWED  AND  WHEREABOUTS  ACCOUNTED 
p0R'  REMAINING  BOMB  SUSPECT  WHO 

HAS  NOT  BEEN  INTERVIEWED.  TELETYPE  SENT  SAN  ANTONIO^OFFICE  ^ 
SEPT*  SIXTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE  TO  INTERVIEW  N^LS0N9&&'^  ~ 222^ 

FOURTEEN  INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED,  FORTYFI  VENTER  Vi  EW£>  18 19B3 

T-. 

STILL  REMAIN  TO  BE  CONDUCTED.  , 'faJ'"'  ’7?r~  — — 


W BH  TO  BE  ADVISED 

f*  £>  CCP  9 4 1QK 3 r 

bn i xx  fbi  wa  wb 

- - 

tU  DISC  ' 


n 

V 


..y 


URGENT  9-17-53  7-21  PM  EST  CLH 

_JjKlJlRECTOR , FBI  /1 57-1025/  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  r; 

FROM  SAC,  KNOXVILLE  157-1S9  % . * 

^ — rrrr-  ' r* 

BAPBOMB.^  *'}:  & 

RE  KNOXVILLE  TEL  TO  BUREAU  SEPT.  SIXTEEN  LAST  AND  BUTEL 

SEPT.  SEVENTEEN  INSTANT,  co 

TWENTY  SIX  INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED  THIS  DATE.  NO  PERTINENT 
INFORMATION  OBTAINED.  APPROXIMATELY  EIGHTY  FIVE  INTERVIEWS 
REMAIN  TO  BE  CONDUCTED  KNOXVILLE  DIVISION. 

ONLY  ONE  BOMB  SUSPECT  KX  DIVISION  UNACCOUNTED  FOR. 

END  ACK  PLS  REC-3 

WA  g-24  PM  OK  FBI  WA  LLD  \ 

BH  5-24  PM  OK  FBI  BH  HEP 

TU  DISC  MNZKBDWV  /!  3r*  i ■ -« r ^ ' 
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* ? T 

StP  ^5 


/: 


/57  A i.  ' 

/[3»  SEP  181963 
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FEDERf.L.  EUhLAJ  Of  INVESTIGATION 

o s department  of  justice 
COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 

i 1 ( K-»  - 


TELETYPE 


URGENT 


9/17/63 


PM  EST  RLB 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  /157-1025/  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 


■ Hr.  Tcls&r: 

^ Hi.  E ennui  .t 

f Mr.  Mohr 

Mr.  Casprr 

Mr.  Calla^i  — 

Mr.  Conn;  .1 

Mr.  DeLoath 

Mr.  Erane 

, Mr.  Gale /pJ 

Mr.  E3M2..A* 
Mr.  S-IE.... 

Mr.  Tavt! 

Mr.  Trotter 

Tele.  Room 

; ■ Miss  Holme; 

’Kisa  Gandy 


FROM  SAC,  JACKSONVILLE  /157-584/  IP 


C DT£oy^D«  - «_  0~  ^ C \J  ' 

^ REJKTEL  SEPT.  SIXTEEN  LAST  AND  BUTEL  AND  RADIOGRAM  TODAY.  1 
TWENTYTHREE  INDIVIDUALS  WERE  LOCATED  AND  INTERVIEWED  TODAY 

r '.v  / 

CONCERNING  CAPTIONED  MATTER.  ALL  INTERVIEWS  UNPRODUCTIVE. 
APPROXIMATELY  TWENTYTWO  PERSONS  REMAIN  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED. 

THIS  DIVISION  HAS  NO  BOMBING  SUSPECTS.  INTENSIFIED  EFFORTS^  t} 

/$'/-/<■ 

TO  LOCATE  AND  INTERVIEW  ADDITIONAL  MEMBERS  OF  KLAN  AND  AMERICAN 


■ l- 


TV;:  <r  ;i?GAFJOM 

hki^EMT  of  justice 

communications  section 


Tt.Ufc.1  tV& 


URGENT^,  9-17-53  5-50  PM  EST  WRR 


ZG  DIRECTOR  FBI  /i57-iG25/ 
FROM  SAC  TAMPA  / 157-555/ 

; " bapbombO 


I&.  Tolseo 

l£r.  Belmont 

! VV  Mr.hr 

j Mr.  Casper 

p Mr.  Callahan 

jj  Mr.  Coined 

: Mr.-  DeLoach 

i Sir.  Evans_ 

'IK-Ktr® 


{ Mr.  tezia-HtS 

; Mr.  fu'aivan 1 

. Mr.  Ta-'. 

1 Kr.  T;  r v 

} TfcV  V.V'r 


"S& 


REBUTELS  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTEEN  AND  SEVENTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE. ^ 
SIXTH  AND  LAST  POTENTIAL  BOMBING  SUSPECT  OF  THIS  OFFICE  INTER- 


VIEWED  THIS  DATE,  ALONG  WITH  NINE  KLANSMEN  AND/OR  HATE  GROUP  MEM- 
BERS, ALSO 


PAREN  RAC  END  PAREN*  NO  PERTI- 


NENT INFO  DEVELOPED  THESE  INTERVIEWS.  APPROXIMATELY  ONE  HUNDRED  V % 

/■  / /.'  - v/ 

NINETY  INTERVIEWS  STILL  TO  BE  CONDUCTED,  INCLUDING  R A C IA L (5rM ANTS 


AND  PCI-S. 


%\i  | \ \ '*  Q P 1 RtC*  ^ 

' J '>sr'  - • 


END  ACKPLS  fc  R * *\ 

7-4//  7-53  PM  OK  FBI  WA'  WS5C.fi  if  f i n r ,^i,^ 


0 SEP  1819&3 

>.<&!-  - - 


TU  DISCO 

h S SEP  2 5 1953 


• =£•  F-*V  v - 


CODE 


9/17/63 


RADIOGRAM 


TO  SAC  MEMPHIS^ 

BXKUINunAM 

FROM  DIRECTOR  FBI 


URGENT 


If  next  radio  contact 
missed,  send  by  plain 
text,  deferred  teletype. 


<5 


bapbomb; 

RE  MEMPHIS  TEL  SEPTEMBER  SIXTEEN,  SIXTITHREE. 

INTERVIEWS  WITH  THE  POTENTIAL  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  IN  TOUR  OFFICE 
SHOULD  BE  CONDUCTED  UNLESS  SOUS  REASON  IS  KNOWN  TO  TOUR  OFFICE 
WHY  THEY  SHOULD  NOT  BE  INTERVIEWED,  IF  GOOD  REASON  EXISTS,  ADVISE 
BUREAU. 


J 


RBLjnkr 
(3)  1 

NOTE:  Various  offices  are  interviewing  known  Klansmen,  hate 

group  members  and  bombibg  suspects.  Memphis  has  indicated  it 
intends  to  have  an  informant  contact  the  two  bombing  suspects  in 
Memphis  and  the  office  will  not  interview  them. 


REC-44 


Tolmoa  — 
Belmont  . 
Mo  hr 


157- /JDS 


19  SEP  18  1963 


Callahan  , 
Conrad  


v \ \ Di » ^ 


Sullivan  . 
TaveJ  


Tele-  Room  . 

Holmes  

Gandy  


SEP  zO  1963$ 


& 


TELETYPE  UNIT 


^ v L Lt - YifciVi 

COMwUJrtiCAflOMS  SECTION 
srpl  i 1963 

teletype 

}^c/~ 


X, 


0 


ftuERAL  BUREAU  Or  i N ir tSUUfil ION 
0-  s.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION  ■ 

scr  ij 

TELETYPE  9 


7-05  PM  JDR 


) 


URGENT  9-16-63 
TO  DIRECTOR,  FBI  / 15 >1025/  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
FROM  SAC,  ATLANTA  / 15  7-532/ 


UNSUBS.  BOMBING  OFSIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  BIRMINGHAM,  / 

&M/ 


ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTY THREE.  BM. 


ALL  ATLANTA  BOMB  SUSPECTS  ACCOUNTED  FOR  DURING  PERTINENT 


RE  INTERVIEWS  OF'KLAN  AND  HATE  GROUP  SUBJECTS.  ATLANTA 
CONTEMPLATES  INTERVIEW  OF  APPROXIMATELY  ONE  HUNDRED  INDIVIDUALS, 
WHICH  INCLUDES  NSRP  SUBJECTS,  ONE  ANP  SUBJECT,  KLAN  OFFICERS  AND 
ACTIVE  KLANSMEN.  MOST  OF  DAY  SPENT  REVIEWING  FILES  AND"  EXTRACTING 
NAMES  AND  ADDRESSES  OF  PERSONS  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED.  ATTEMPTS  MADE  TO 
CONTACT  SEVERAL  SUBJECTS  TODAY  WHO  COULD  NOT  BE  LOCATED.  THREE 
SUBJECTS  INTERVIEWED  WITH  NEGATIVE  RESULTS.  APPROXIMATELY  NINETY 
SEVEN  INTERVIEWS  REMAIN. 

me,  ATLANTA  WILL  SEND  THIRTY  COPIES  OF  FD  THREE  ZEROJTWOS 
TO  BIRMINGHAM  FOR  INCLUSION  IN  REPORT.*'  ^ ^ *tl 

BIRMINGHAM  REQUESTED  INTERVIEWEX'1&3  STONER  WHO  IS  IN 
BIRMINGHAM  FOR  APPEARANCE  BEFORE  GRAND  JURY  AND  WAS  ALLEGEDLY  IN 
BIRMINGHAM  DURING  PERTINENT  PERIOD.  ~ — — — 

..  „■  ___  m.  rm mwc  Mtrn  ATTTMPT  TO 

►-  STATED  Ht  SMUUi  wnv  ° "R*  s‘fpi81963 

SURVEIL  HIM. 

END 


i 


75 

AMu*  FBI BH  HEP 

TU  DISCM 


REMrria  sixteenth  last. 

SIX  FIVE  PEOPLE  INTERVIEWED  COMPRISED  OF  NEGRO  RESIDENTS  AND 
SHOP  KEEPERS*  CARS  ON  ONE  SIX  STREET  IN  AREA  OF  BOMBING  BELONGED 
MOSTLY  TO  PEOPLE  ATTENDING  CHURCH.  NO  SERVICE  STATION  OR  GARAGES 
LOCATED  IN  IMMEDIATE  VICINITY.  THROUGH  CONTACT  WITH  SOURCES  WHO 
INFORM  US  OF  SUSPECTS  WHEREABOUTS  DURING  PERTINENT  PERIOD  BOMBING 
SUSPECTS  WERE  ELEMINATED. 

THREE  ANONYMOUS  CALLS  RECEIVED  CONCERNING  PROBABLE  LOCATION 

source  of  Dynamite  used  in  explosion  negatively  checked  out.  three 

POSSIBLE  SUSPECTS  FURNISHED  BY  ANONYMOUS  CALLERS  CHECKED^WITH_ 
NEGATIVE  RESULTS. 

IP. 1 


ry-ino  JtEC  3Z  , 

CALL  RECEIVED  FROM  ANONYMOUS  CALLER  WHO  ADVISED  SHE  OBSERVED 


t 

5 CALLERS  CHECKED  WITH 


NEGRO  MALES  AT  A SERVICE, 


END  PAGE  ONE 


7 SEP 


231® 


^ iz  SEP  18 1963 


a 


PAGE  TWO 

STATION  ON  SOUTH  SIDE  OF  BIRMINGHAM  ON  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  LAST 
TALKING  TO  A WHITE  MAN.  THE  WHITE  MAN  GAVE  THEM  MONEY  AND  THEY 
GAVE  HIM  A SHOEBOX  CONTAINING  SEVEN  STICKS  OF  DYNAMITE.  INDICIES 

BIRMINGHAM  NEGATIVE  RE| 

AND  RESULTS  FURNISHED  TO  BUREAU. 


WHO  WILL  BE  INTERVIEWED 


END  AND  ACK  PLS 

WA  4-20  AM  OK  FBI  WA  HFL 

TU  DISCV 


f : u msjici 

l'  3T 

il  1 ^ 

■ - "IT* 


t B I 


WEC.D- -IF’  F ‘ if  F OKI; 


FEDERAL  BUREAU  Of  IfiirESTlGA 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  Of  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS  fctfiON 

SEP  16  1* 


. Mr.  7,v^ 

j Hr,  B£  ■■ . . 
I Mr.  S£0:  - 
I Mr-  CfcsM.. 

I Mr.  Ct;  ' , 

I Mr;  Co,  ■ 

Sr.  4l\A 

r-  sJiVf 
*•  Well 
'•  Trotter  _ 
;e-  »ooib1__ 
« Bolmes_ 
» Gaa(ir_ 


URGBI4T  S>- 16-63  7-5$  PM  EST  PNR  . V^K  1 £ £ 

X . Tele.  E, 

TO  DIRECTOR  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  Mi«  H< 

T. ' Mian  Ge 

FROM  SAC,  SAVANNAH  /157-503/  — 

_ .. ^ * n*r vot  nuiftipu  .“1 

UNSUBS,  BUNBANG  U*  SAXIJtfcNin  SlKttl  o«rusi  ununvn,^ 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALA.,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  SIXTYTHREE.  BM.  00 


BIRMINGHAM. 


RE  SV  TEL  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  LAST  AND  BUREAU  TEL  SEPTEMBER 


FIFTEEN  LAST. 


END  PAGE  ONE 

( . 

.5 1 St/ 1 a 1963 


PAGE  TW6  Q 

THREE  INFORMANTS  AND  TEN  OFFICIALS  OF 
ORGANIZATIONS  REMAIN  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED  ON 
NEXT.  ' 

END  " . ' - . - ■ ; - ' 

WA  9-02  PM  OK  FBI  WA  OS 
EUHMPW  7-02  PM  OK  FBI  BH  HEP 
TU  MEN 


KLAN  OR  SEGREGATIONIST 
SEPTEMBER  SEVENTEEN 


ttfcfp  3 Oft  f.;. 


t B I 

MEC,0  )f 1 c ■ i if 


( 


A~>c 


0 


LutkrtL  8uHtAJ  0:  . L^IniAidMI 

U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 


COMMUNICATIONS  ! 

SEP  16  191 


JEL 


now 


Mr.  To!  son — 
Mr.  Belmont 
Mr.  Mohr — 


=**13  = 


Mr.  Casper— 

Mr.  Callahan 

Mr.  Conrad I 

Mr.  DeLoacb | 

Mr.  E/ah 


VvV 


URGENT 


9-15-63 


7-12  PM  CST 


WFM 


DIRECTOR,  FBI,  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
SAC,  NEW  ORLEANS  / 15  7-1294/ 

o O . 

UNSUBS.  R2MBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 


% 


BIRMINGHAM, “ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE,  BM. 

REBUTEL  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  LAST. 

CHECK  OF  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  MADE.'  WHEREABOUTS  OF  SAME  DETERMINE 
THROUGH  SOURCES,  EXC EPT  REP^gTjD,  JO  ^ jf 

BE  IN  DEL  RIO,  TEXAS. , TELETYPE  SENT  SAN  ANTONIO  TO  ChECF  ' 

* • CY.103  2 SEP  18 1963 

PURSUANT  TO  REBUTEL.  tA  41  ,3‘- 

TEN  INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED  , NO  PERTINENT  INFORMATION  OBTAINED. 

FIFTYNINE  STILL  REMAIN  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED. 

END  AND  ACK  PLS 

WAMM  9-14  PM  OK • FBI  WA  RL 

BH  7'l»^0^FfiI.BHuiHEP 

TU  DISC 


4 19$^ 


SEP  23 


ftDtRAL  BUKtAU  Of  iW»£JllSATlU« 
u.  S.  DEPARTMENT  of  justice 
COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 
SEP  16  1963 

[TELETYPE 


9-16-53  12-25AM  CST 


Hi.  Belmonl 
Mr.  Mohr_ 

Mr.  Casper 
Mr.  Callaha 
Mr.  Conra" 

Mr.  DeLoi 
Mr.  Ev: 

Mr.  Ga' 

Mr.  Bo; 

Mr.  & 

[j  Mr.  Tave 
Mr.  Trotter. 

Tele.  Rera 

[!  Miss  Holmes 

| Gaudy- 


URGENT 

to/  director 

Aon  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  /A 4- NEW/  IP 

UNSUBS,  SHOOTING  OF  NEGRO  MALE,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTYTHRE  , 

VIRGIL  WARE  - VICTIM.  CR.  - 

RE  PREVIOUS  BIRMINGHAM'S  FIFTEENTH  INSTANT  IN  BOMBING  0 

^rvjfrMTu  STRFRT  BAPTIST  CHURCH^ 

0^  deat^e 

/ D<?  c 6./*  ^ g < L ” 9 ~ T A T E D /«* 

VTRGI^MARE,  NEGRO  MALE,  AG  THIRTE  • -^^TTr 

UARE  sfcwl^  SANDUSKY  ROAD  BETWEEOfc^RAYSviilt, 


BOTH  TOWNS  SMALL  TOWN  SUBURBS  OF  BIRMINGHAM.  SGT.^*  STATED  J 
rEPUTY  MC  ALPINE  OF  JEFFERSON  COUNTY  SHERIFF-S  OFFICE  INVESTXGATI . f* 
tiATTER.  HE  SAID  TWO  WHITE  MALES  ON  MOTOR  SCOOTER  WERE  SUSPECTS  IN 

KILLING  OF  WARE. 

THIS  MATTER  WILL  BE  FOLLOWED  AND  BUREAU  WILL  BE  KEPT  ADVISED. 


lnd  and  ACK  PLS 

UA  2-2's  AM  OK  FBI  WA  HFL 


***  


E SEP  17  1963 


TU  OJSCJ)  JJ  i„  ,ii  ''  fX-103' 

ss?r»:"- 

’ Date 

, t B I 

HEC.U  -IF’  F ! tt-f  i*!, 


i/  ^jr 
7,5 1 963 


f tilliRAt.  BUREAU  OF  -WVESnGMWN 
0.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION 
SEP  18  1963^ 

crErarffiB/ 


URGENT  9-17-6  3 11-33  PM  CST  HEP 
TO  DIRECTOR  ' ' 

FROM  SAC  BIRMINGHAM  /15  7-352/  6P 
BAPBoSl  DA  ILY  SUMMARY  . 


CRIME  SCENE. 


Mr.  Towob 

Mr.  Belmont — 

Mr.  Mohr 

Mr.  Casper 

Mr.  Callahan 

Mr.  Conrad _ 

Mr.  DeLoach 

/Mr.  Evans  ..- 

Mr.  Gale Jjt 

Mr.  Rosen \fO 

Mr.  Sullivan L 

Mr.  Tavd 

Mx.  Trotter — _ 
Tele.  Room 

Mias  H.ohne* 

Miss  Gandy — 


CRIME  SCENE  SEARCH  CONTINUED  THIS  AM.  WALLETS  AND  PERSONAL 
PROPERTY  RECOVERED  IN  DEBRIS  RETURNED  TO  PARENTS  OF  SUSAN  COLLINS. 


STOLEN  CARS 


ONLY  CAR  RECOVERED  TO  DATE  ONE  NILE  FROM 
WHERE  STOLEN  IS  NINETEEN  FIFTYSIX  BUICK.  INVESTIGATION  CONTINUING 
CONCERNING  OTHER  CARS. 


END  PAGE 


FIV£  BulLDING 

CONTRACTORS,  BIRMINGHAM,  CHECKED  IN  ENDEAVOR  TO  LOCATE  CONTRACTOR 
IN  GATE  CITY.  WHO  ALLEGEDLY  HAD  SOME  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  ANONYMOUS 

9 f 

CALL  MADE  TO  FOREMAN  GRAND  JURY  NOW  CONVENED,  TO  NO  AVAIL • POWDER  — 
HOUSE  AT  ROCK  QUARRY,  VAHER,  ALA.,  BROKEN  INTO  NIGHT  OF  SEPTEMBER 
SIXTEEN  DASH  SEVENTEEN  WHICH  CONTAINED  EIGHTEEN  CASES  OF  DYNAMITE. 
NONE  WAS  TAKEN.  CRIME  SCENE  SEARCH  CONDUCTED.  NOTHING  OF 
END  PAGE  FOUR. 


PAGE  SIX 


Q Q 


MINIMUM  OF  EIGHTY  INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED  THIS  DATE. 

AT  LEAST  THREE  HUNDRED  TEN  ADDITIONAL  INTERVIEWS  SCHEDULED. 


GQ-RR, — RASE — LINE  **  J-UUklH  BIT  "WHITE* 
ACK  AND  HOLD  PLS 
2-03  AM  OK  FBI  WA  JDS 


i 


•:s  «'•'!* 

V 


2!.b  5 VW  & 


/ 


URGENT 


fedefm  bureau  of  W.STJWW  r-v 

u S DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE  l Hr.  Tniso 

COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION  |£5SE* 

Lu.r'1  ‘ >.  j Mr.  CaspeT- 

TELETYPE  1?£‘  c<>£*j 

Mr.  DeLo^eri 
Mr.  Evans-r 
Mr.  GaTe 
Ml-  Boset— 
Mr.  SuVuvar. 
.r^,rV%r  iMr.Tavd^ 

YYV(  ' \ Mr.  Trrttei. 

>jP>-  Room- 
Mi.-.  Bilme: 

| Mias 

IRECTOR,  FBI  /157-1025/  AND  SAC  BIRMINGHAM  /157-352/ 


9-17-63 


5-30  PM  CST  VFP 


FROM  SAC,  MOBILE  /I 57-416/  IP 
(j^BAPBOMB^ 

L ^ REMOTEL  SEPT.  SIXTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE. 

TODAY  MOBILE  INTERVIEWED  A TOTAL  OF  TVENTYTHREE  PERSONS 
WHO  ARE  EliifER  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  OR  MEMBERS  OF  4B*W?_^ITHER  KLAN-  OR 
HATE  GROUP.  NO  PERTINENT  INFO  WAS  OBTAINED  DURING  INTERVIEWS 
EIGHTEEN  INTERVIEWS  REMAIN. 

END  AND  ACK  PLS  ; 

WA  8-30  M PM  OK  FBI  WA  OS 
DW  5-33  PM  OK  FBI  BH  HEP 
TU  CLEAR  SC^II2 


c* 

*r  >r.  C3 


&C-  97 


c0 


?n 


''  j 

if  . p* 


/$7-  M S S"~7? 

0 SEP  18 1963 

— - _ 


(o 


5 8 SEP^ 


hsc,  *>  ^ 5*  r 

yf  T '' 


c ( — 


END  ACK 

WA  10-06  PM  OK  FBI  VA  OS 
BH  S-06  PM  OK  FBI  BH  HEP 
TU  DISCM 


t BI 

"tC.O  -IF'  f J ii-f 


FtDEfiAL  BUREAU  Of 

u S.  DEPARTMENT  of  justice; 
COMMUNICATIONS  SKTJ0N 

SEP  It 

lEUETYPI 


GENT  9-17-63  6- 35AM  C ST 

TO  DIRECTOR 

FROM  SAC.  BIRMINGHAM  / 15 >352/ 

unsubs,  bombing  »/?TTTmmi  street  .baptislchurch,  September 

FIFTEENTH,  ’AST.  BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  BM. 

SUMMARY  TEL  SEPTEMBER  SIXTEENTH  LAST. 


END  AND  ACK  FOR  2 TEL 

WA  8- 38  AM  OK  FBI  WA  JS  FOR  TWO  MESSAGES  RECD  OK  ^ q 

TU  DISC  JtEC-  97  / " 

AV 


■ -a  m : . > i ’th';; toil 

•*c*  r 

i>  * 

2‘Hi  3 2°^.^ 


I 


1 

tr10 


II 


-•rt  ' 


5SSEP2^'-=Ve,i"*i  t B I 
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gc . t/k. 
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FEDERAL  BUREAU  Of  INYESTIGAtf&N 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  fCSoft 

COMMUNICATIONS  M 
SEP  17  1963 

TELETYPE 


UNT 


9-17-6  3 


*0-4  7 AM-EDST 


(o  DIRECTOR,  FBI  AND  SACS,  BIRMINGHAM  AND  BALTIMORE 

FROM  SAC,  PHILADELPHIA  /15  7-858/  2P 

RACIAL  DEMONSTRATION,  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST^CjjUj 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALA.,  NINE  FIFTEEN  SIXTYTHREE^  RACIAL  MATTERS.  OO-BH. 


UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 


C \ 

V— J 


Ur.  Evans 


date:  9/16/63 


FROM 


».  V.  Cleveland  ^ ,,r 

cix’4e<2'd'VK  ]yt\p Tis.f 

subject:  BOMBING  OF  CHURCH* 


I Fron^mH^^Hfconversation,  which  was  very  rapid, 
and  at  times  noncoherent,  it  is  believed  he  was  in  an  intoxicated 
condition.  He  was  advised  that  his  call  would  be  made  a matter  . 
of  record.  / 


ACTION: 


None.  For  information. 


B^evprna.,-/  ?V/ 

V*  57  §EP241963 


««/57-  !P9<5 

\ 

12  SEP  18  1963 

%jtS~  CaP 


i 


FlDERAL  BUREAU  Of  INvESliGATfQN 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF- JUSTICE  / 

COMMUNICATIONS 

- sep  ig  3Ts 


Tolaon 

! Vt,  Belmont 

Mr.  Mohr 

Mr.  Casper 

Mr.  Callahan 

Mr.  Conrad  . 

Mr.  DeLreob - 

Mr.  Mu 

krjlRogen ..  «-£fT* 


URGENT 


S/H/63 


10-36  AM  CST 


Mr.  Trotter- 
Tele.  Boom — 
Miss  Holmes. 
, Miss  Gandy- 


■TO  DIRECTOR,  FBI  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  < Kisa  Ga 

FROM  SAC,  MEMPHIS  /15fcNEW/  /2P/  — 

irMCtr&C  RftMRTMr  Or  CTYTPPMTtf  CTDPTT  DADTTPt  /*  rr 

Vt«v  VI  vf  ^^Al^billU  1 ur\r  A A A V n UAU  flj 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  LAST,  BOMBING  r 


MATTERS.  - 00  BIRMINGHAM. 

, VS  " ' 

RE  TELETYPES  FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  BUREAU,  SEPTEMBER 

1 V 9 

FIFTEEN  "LAST.  \ 

TWO  BOMBING  SUSPECTS  IN  MEMPHIS  DETERMINED  TO  HAVE 
BEEN  IN  MEMPHIS  ON  MORNING  OF  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN  LAST. 

RE  INSTRUCTIONS  FROM  BUREAU  RELATIVE  TO  INTERVIEWING 
MEMBERS  AND  LEADERS  OF  ALL  KLAN  AND  HATE  GROUPS  IN  THE 
TERRITORY  , THIS  IS  TO  ADVISE  THERE  HAS  BEEN  NO  ACTIVE 
PLANNED  ORGANIZATION  WITH  REGULAR  MEETING  IN  THIS 
TERRITORY  IN  OVER  A YEAR.  THE  KLAN  HAS  NOT  BEEN  ABLE 
TO  DEVELOP  AN  ACTIVE  ORGANIZATION  IN  THIS  AREA  IN  MANY 


YEARS,  IT  IS  NOT  KNOWN  TO  HAV^D^ATED  VIOLENCfeT'  ' ' ' " 

UAL C fU.nFHl.5  WILL  «U1  JLNit.KV.lLW  tUKNLK  KLAN  rJLriBLKL 

12  SEP  18  1963 


I MANY  ^ , A *) 

^£7-/**ST-  ^ 


AT  THIS  TIME 


a ... 

wr  ^ oli  j: 
END  PAGE  < 


' / -:Vr 


PAGE  TWO 
nE  /157-NEW/ 


EFFOfcjS  ARE  CONTINUING  TO  DETERMINE  THE  WHEREABOUTS 
OF  TWO  BOMB  SUS~PECTS  RESIDING  IN  NASHVILLE,  AND  THEY 
WILL  BE  INTERVIEWED  WITHOUT  DELAY.  ALL  RACIAL  INFORMANTS 
AND  SOURCES  IN  TJE  AREA  ARE  BEING  ALERTED  AND  THE  BUREAU 
AND  oWlCE^DF  ORGIN  WILL  BE  ADVISED  OF  ANY  DEVELOPMENTS. 

P. 

X 

END  AND  ACK  PLS 

10-40  AM  OK  FBI  BH  JSB 

12-42  PM  OK  FBI  WA  RM 


TU  DISCOUEE 


... 

X "v.  F 

„ *a>IC  5 -E 1 " 

””  Wl 


\jv. 
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tirc.r*  ~ 
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UNITED  STATES  GOVEF^jlENT 

'Memorandum 

Cs/1.  . 

to  : Mr. 


<? 


date:  September  Its,  1963 


A.  Rose 


Talson 

Belmont  . 

Mohr  . 

Casper  

Callahan  — 

Conrad  

DeLoach  — . 

Evan®  — 

Gale  

Rosen  ■ 

Sullivan . 

Tavel  

Trotter 

Tele.  Room  . 

Holme®  

Gandy  


y 


subject: 


UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS; 

BOMBING  OF  THErSDCTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
BIRMINGHAM.  ALABAMA,  9/15/63 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


/ 


In  connection  with  the  above  matter,  the  Director  approved  sending 
SAC  Roy  Moore  from  Little  Rock  to  Birmingham  to  take  charge  of  the  special 
squad  looking  in  on  the  bombing  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  the  recent  bombings 
there.  An  additional  ten  men  and  stenographic  assistance  and  cars  were  sent 
in  by  Mr.  Mohr’s  office. 

Katzenbach  called  me  shortly  before  8:00  p.  m. , 9/15/63, 
indicating  that  he  was  sure  he  need  not  call  but  wanted  to  express  his 
interest  in  this  case.  He  told  me  that  he  had  called  a number  of  Negro 
leaders  in  Birmingham  and  had  urged  that  they  see  to  it  that  anyone  with 
information  should  come  forward  with  it  and  give  it  to  the  FBI.  He  said 
he  spoke  to  the  Reverend  Martin  Luther  King  and  his  brother,  the  Reverend 
A.  D.  W.  King,  and  other  leaders. 

He  was  assured  that  we  were  going  all  out  in  this  investigation; 
that  no  holds  would  be  barred;  that  all  our  facilities  were  available  and 
would  be  used  in  the  event  needed.  Katzenbach  was  most  pleased  with  the 
action  which  we  have  taken  and  wanted  to  express  it. 

Upon  SAC  Moore’s  arrival  at  Little  Rock,  I pointed  out  to  him 
instructions  previously  issued  to  the  office  that  there  was  to  be  no  blow -by - 
Ls  V blow  reporting  to  the  Department  as  to  what  we  were  doing.  This  was  to 
f'JJ '' ' include  no  information  about  how  much  manpower  we  had  on  the  case  nor 
K/.rj  what  our  plans  are.  The  position  would  be  that  we  are  conducting  an  all-out 
/ investigation  and  we  plan  to  pursue  all  phases  of  the  case  most  vigorously. 

* j There  could  be  no  doubt  that  we  were  going  to  do  our  job.  SAC  Moore  was 
( advised  to  make  sure  that  Faisst  understood  this  even  though  he  had  been  told 

- rJf\  /previously. 

• ’ ■ >,  , 
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57  SEP  251963 
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0 


0 

Memorandum  to  Mr.  Malley 
Re:  UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS; 

BOMBING  OF  THE  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  9/15/63 


Moore  requested  that  he  be  aHowed  to  have  a Chief  Clerk  assist 
him  in  keeping  indices  and  so  forth  with  whom  he  could  be  in  constant 
contact,  who  would  be  in  addition  to  the  present  office  personnel.  I 
authorized  him  to  obtain  Chief  ClerkfHHMfrom  the  Charlotte  Office. 

pc 

These  items  are  being  made  a matter  of  record. 


t 
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s 


OntOHU  WM  MO.  10 
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UNITED  STATES  GOVE|  .MENT 

Memoranaun 


to  Mr.  McGojj^f| 

from  A.  Rosen^x^*" 


date:  September  18,  1963 


\ *vCcpie$  made  by  O) 

tor  review  by  Rowe  Task  Fot& 

subject:  UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS;  BOMBING  OF  Date  ‘ « N/ 

2jaX£EE8XEi  SXEEE3LBAEXISI  A If 

T5T  WMTMntT A TUt  AT  AUA Aff A O/IR/fHi  I I UV  S 

II  ■ m WMWIX,  *V  AU/  VU  K-^|l  jy  1^ 

RACIAL  MATTERS  OF 


It  is  alsonotedthatlmade  arrangements  with  SAC”  Faisst  and 

prominent  ^Birmingham  citizen,  could 
t and  furnish  information  which  he  might 


Roy  Moore  so  that 
call  directly  and  as 
have  directly  to  SAC  Faisst. 


AR:ige  / 

(5)  S /j/J 

h 5 SEP  EG  1953 


/£7~  fy\ 
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EB  SEP  19  1963 


OTTKMai  kmm  MO.  It 


UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 


0 

iRNN 

Memorandum 

to  Mr.  Malley 


T olson  

Belmont  _ 

Mohr  . - 

Casper  

Callahan  . 

Conrad  . 

DeLoacrh  , 
Evans  - - 


date-  September  18,  1963  Gale  — ■— 

' Rosen  


lf>  c 


subject:  UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS;  BOMBING  OF 

O SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
.BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  9/15/63 
RACIAL  MATTERS 


In  addition  to  previous  memos  with  reference  to  the  above  matter 
and  the  assignment  of  AgentMHMH}  it  should  be  made  a matter  of  record 
thaHiewas  to  be  met  at  the  airport  in  Nashville  by  Special  Agents 
SfiflHIwho  is  from  Birmingham,  andH^^^B  who  will  be  thert 
Nashville. 


I called  Moore  and  told  him  that  arrangements  should  be  made  so 
that  Agent^H^^ would  be  able  to  talk  directly  to  the  student.  Obviously  / 
if  the  Agent  naa  ta  approach  this  boy,  he  ought  to  have  the  boy’s  confidence  \_J 
and  this  could  only  be  gotten  if  word  were  sent  to  the  boy  from  either  his  girt 
friend,  mother,  the  priest,  or  somebody  that  the  boy  knew.  He  otherwise 
might  be  reluctant  to  talk  and  obviously  the  people  are  fearful  of  reprisals 
if  their  identity  should  become  known.  Moore  stated  he  would  work  this  out. 

Arrangements  were  also  made  to  have  $200  sent  up  to  Nashville 
so  thatJU^^^would  have  this  money  available  in  the  event  it  was  necessary 
to  have  tunas  nandy. 
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ftOLRAl  BUREAU  Of  jK.t^lkA'riU 

u.  i c:f.-^ii!E^Tl)SSism;E 
COMMUNICATIONS  SECTION' 

SEP  IS  1863- 

teletype 


I Hr.  Tr.|.  •?, 
Mr.  Iclmcnt' 

Mr.  Me, hr 

Mr.  Cuppcr_ 
Mr.  Ct,IJal!r.n 
Mr.  Conrad_ 
Mr.  DeLoach. 
Mr.  Evan# 
Mr.  Gate- 
Mr.  RoEgn_ 
Mr.  Sulljva: 
Mr.  Tavrf 
Mr.  Trott 
Teie.  Roei., 
Miss  Hoini, 
Miss  G&^iy 


URGENT  9-18-63  6-19  PM  EST  CLH 

TO  DOCTOR,  FBI  /1 57-1025/  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
m SAC,  KNOXVILLE  157-189  IP 

'bapbomb- 


<s- 

? V" 
-s’  V*: 


& 

(*> 


RE  KNOXVILLE  TEL  TO  BUREAU  AND  BIRMINGHAM  SEPT..SEVENJEEN  LAST. 


TWENTY  SEVEN  INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED  THIS  DATE,  NO^PERTIgENT 
INFORMATION  OBTAINED.  APPROXIMATELY  FIFTYEIGHT  INTERVIEWS  REMAI 
TO  BE  CONDUCTED,  KNOXVILLE  DIVISION. 

ALL  BOMB  SUSPECTS  KNOXVILLE  DIVISION  ACCOUNTED  FOR. 

END  ACK  PLS  REC'  94 

WA  7-20  PM  OF  OK  FBI  WA  RM 

BH  5-20  PM  OK  FBI  BH  HEP  ■ SEP  19  1963 
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^TNITED  STATES  GOVER&bAnT 

Memorandum 


Mr.  Mohr 


from  : C.  D.  DeLoach 


( 


O l- 

subject:  BOMBING  OF  THE  16TH  STREET  -i  rentes  made  by 

j£  review  by  Rowe  Task  For^ 


JBARTJ RTMTHmSStL 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA 

SEPTEMBER  15.  1963 


uaxe 


'-'f'  M 


W-ifK  rafoi'onpo  tho  ckH-i af»h<a/?  ortirlA  in  thA  Ws».shincrtnn  T^veninp-  Star 

TT  Itii  A ^1V1  VliVV  VV  WiV  Wl-WM.V4i*VV»  MX  V*V*V  -*  ■••Q-w--  - — — -p ■"-* — 

(written  by  Miriam  Ottenberg,  captioned  "Signs  Of  U.  S.  Violation  Puts  FBI  In  Bomb 
Case,"  I thought  you  should  know  that  we  talked  to  Miss  Ottenberg  about  this  yesterd 

nT  C' 

~ ■ Miss  Ottenberg  held  talked  with  Jack  Rosenthal  in  Guthman1  s office  in 
the  Department  and  called  here  to  "get  her  facts  straight"  as  she  put  it.c^ 

•*'n 

The  story  as  put  together  by  Miss  Ottenberg  after  talking”  with 
I Mr.  Rosenthal  was  completely  distorted,  facts  were  wrong  and  the  impression  was 
iven  the  FBI  had  not  solved  any  cases ,and  not  investigated  any  cases  and  was  doina. 


j 

L 


I 


wp  told  Miss  Ottenberg  that  we  could  not  help  her  too  much  on 
current  matter.  We  then  explained  most  carefully  the  FBI's  jurisdiction  in  civil 
[rights  cases,  the  accomplishments  of  the  FBI  in  these  cases  and  the  provisions  of  th 
Civil  Rights  Act  of  1960.  We  pointed  out  that  the  FBI  entered  the  September  15th 
■church  bombing  at  once  because  of  an  indication  of  a violation  of  Federal  law  and  tha 
Wp  have  closely  and  carefully  advised  the  Department  of  Justice  of  the  facts  in  the 
other  bombings  in  Birmingham  and  that  there  are  four  cases  wherein  the  Department 
authorized  investigation  following  an  indication  of  a violation  of  Federal  law  within 
the  FBI's  jurisdiction  - ■- 

\ ‘ ’ Miss  Ottenberg  said  she  wished  to  point  out  the  difficulties  encountere 
by  the  FBI  in  this  type  of  investigation  and  wished  to  give  the  FBI  all  credit  possible 
for  its  fine  wnrk  in  the  n.ivil  rierhts  field. 
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Signs  of  U.  S.  Violation 
Puts  FBI  in  Bomb  G&s| 


By  MIRIAM  OTTENBERG 
t Star  Staff  Writer. 

FBI  agents  moved  In  on  the 
Negro  church  bombing  in  Bir- 
mingham Sunday  because 
there  was  an  Immediate  Indl- 
lcation  a Federal  law  had  been  , 
[violated,  an  FBI  spokesman  f 
said  today. 

The  FBI  declined  to  disclose 
what  Information  prompted 
agents  to  take  over  active  in- 
vestigation, but  under  the  i960 
law  giving  the  FBI  Jurisdiction 
in  bombing  cases  under  the 
Civil  Rights  Act,  It  would  have 
to  be  an  indication  that  the 
dynamite'  had  been  taken 
across  State  lines  or  that  sus- 

?cts  were  crossing  State  lines 
avoid  capture  or  prosecu-[ 
>n.  . ■ • i 

Although  there  have  been T 
more  than  a 6core  of  bomb-  J 
lngs  in  Birmingham,  the  FBI  t 
has  played  a major  Investiga- 
tive role  only  In  four  cases.  I 
The  FBI  emphasized  that  it  In- 
vestigates only  where  there 
evidence  of  a Federal  vlola-| 
tion. 

FBI  at  All  Bomb  Scenes 

The  FBI  has  gone  to  the 
scene  of  all  the  recent  bomb- 
ings but  picked  up  the  investi- 
gation in  these  three  cases  be- 
fore the  church  bombing: 

The  May  IX  bombing  of  the 
home  of  the  Rev.  A.  D.  King. 
The  bombing  of  the  A.  G.  Gas- 
ton Motel  on  the  same  night. 
The  September  14  bombing  of 
the  home  of  Arthur  Shores,  a 
civil  rights  attorney.  Mr. 
Shores’  home  had  been  bombed 
a month  earlier,  but  the  FBI 
did  not  enter  the  investigation 
in  that  case. 

Although  limited  in  its  own 
investigative  role  to  the  cases 
indicating  direct  violation  of 
Federal  laws,  the  FBI  has  of- 
fered its  laboratory  and  Iden- 
tification facilities  to  local 
police  and  has  pursued  out-of- 
Btate  leads. 

j The  FBI  can  and  does  in- 
vestigate bombings  and  similar 
violence  under  other  Federal 
laws.  Thus,  FBI  agents  Inves- 
tigated the  bombing  of  a Free- 
dom Riders’  bus  at  Anniston, 
Ala.,  as  a violation  of  Inter- 
state commerce  laws  and  in- 
vestigated church  burnings  in 
(Georgia  as  a violation  of  laws 
g lntimldntlon  rif,vot- 


m Clues  Are  Scarce  w 

None  of  the  four  cases  the 
FBI  has  under  active  Investi- 
gation has  been  solved.  The 
difficulties  in  bombing  cases 
are  legion.  Most  of  the  usual 
investigative  techniques  c an- 
not  be  used.  a— — - » 

There  Is  no  gun  to  trace, 
and  in  Birmingham  particul- 
arly, dynamite  is  readily  avail- 
able because  of  its  widespread 
use  in  Industry.  The  search  of 
the  crime  scene  is  usually  non- 
productive because  the  bombs 
have  destroyed  such  promising 
evidence  as  fingerprints.  The 
scene  Itself  is  usually  trampled 
because  of  the  need  to  re- 
n pve  the  injured. 

Informers  are  practically  the 
qfily  source  of  clues.  That’s 
why  FBI  agents  and  local  | 
police  have  taken  on  the  Mb 
of  Interviewing  literally  thoj 
sands  of  potential  witaessi 


j.  Ttec-Wiw  that  br 
llnto  the  chu 
makes  it  a crime  * to  tr  __ 
or  aid  another  to  transport  «- 
j plosives  interstate  with 
I knowledge  or  intent  to  use  »*; 
plosives  to  destroy  nropefty 
j“for  the  purpose  of  interfer- 
ing with  its  use  for  educa- 
tional, religious,  charitable, 
’residential,  business  or  civic 
objectives  or  of  lntlmidattfcg 
lany  person  pursing, such  oip- 
jjectives.^  ",  * 

M Possible  Death  Penalty  .j 

The  penalties  provide  im- 
prisonment for  not  more  than 
one  year  or  up  to  $1,000  fine 
or  both.  If  personal  lnjibry 
.results,  the  prison  sentence  can 
[go  up  to  10  years  and  a fthe 
up  to  $10,000.  If  death  results  s 
from  the  bombing,  as  It  did  "in 
the  Birmingham  church,  Im- 
prisonment can  go  up  to  life, 
or  the  court  may  impose  the 
death  penalty  on  recommen- 
dation of  a jury. 

The  i960,  law  also  provides 
that  possession  or  use  of  an 
explosive  to  damage  propefly 
covered  by  the  Civil  Rights 
Act  creates  an  assumption  that 
explosive  was  transported  in- 
terstate. But  a person  cannot 
be  convicted  under  this  lmw 
unless  there  Is  evidence  aside 
from  the  presumption  ■ that 
State  lines  were  crossed.-  T ’ 
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Transmit  the  following  in 

Via  AIRTEL 


(Type  in  plain  text  of  code)  . ^ ■ 


ft TR  MATL 

(Priority  or  Method  of  Mailing ) 


TO: 


FROM: 


^attention!1  mechanical  section 

PHOTOGRAPHIC  UNIT 
SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352) 

C?) 

SUBJECT:  UNSUBS;  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH 

rapttst  CHURCH.  Birmingham,  Ala. 

9/lb/4b 


Transmitted  under  separate  cover  are  two  rolls  of 
PYnnRed  Tri-X  movie  film  used  to  film  bombing  scene  at  16tn 
Street  Baptist  Church  and  activities  in  surrounding  area  in 
Birmingham  on  9/15/63. 

FBI  Laboratory  is  requested  to  process ^“dreturo 
these  rolls  of  film  to  the  Birmingham  Division.  R££>f r*= . 


e-k 

1_  Package  Copy(P/))  ) l 
2-  Birmingham  ' 


,Vl&  /Zr'V'fa&A 


:ECBVED 


2 SEP  *V\963 


ieveioped  

'fflilbV  AV^cA  -RJNTED  n 


Approved: 


■$) 


Special  Agent  in  Charge 


3-534  (Rev.  7-1B-63) 
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SAC,  BUMmCffiAU  (157-352) 

Director,  FBI 

tJHBUBSj  bohbihg  OP  BIXTEEHTH  81. 
BAPTIST  CHUBCH,  Birmingham,  Ala. 

B H 


Reference  is  made  to  your  communication  dated  9/15/63 
□ negative!  s)  film  □ photograph! s)  O documents)  □ 

pertaining  to  the  above-captioned  matter. 

In  accordance  with  your  request  jgj}  film  has  been  developed 

n enlargement!  s)  made 
\ — | positive  copy  made 
[~"|  print! s)  made  -A 

| ) slide(s)  made 

| — | negative! s)  made 
| — | Photostats  made 


8ftpt*mb«r  16,  1963 


transmitting 


YY-  H"!  - 
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The  above  is  Q attached  , tv 

1 — 1 being  sent  under  separate  cover,  via  Q registered  mail 

| — | REA  Express 
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URGENT  9-18-63.5-44  PM  CST  HEP 
TO  DJJR^CTOR 

FRpf^aiL^IRi'ilNGHAM  /15  7-352/  3p 
'(l d BAPBOMB^V 


Hr.  lolsaa 

[ Mr.  Bakncni 

| Mr.  MoLr 

Mr.  Casper 

Mr.  Callahan 

Mr.  Conrad 

Mr.  DeLoacb 

Mr.  Evans  — 

Mr.  Gale v-^1 

Mr.  Bcsen — r|\ 
Mr.  Sullivan J 

(Mr.  Tavd 

Mr.  Trotter — — 

Tele.  Boons 

Miss  Holmes— 
Miss  Gandy 


OCopies  made  by  Ct 
for  review  by  Rowe  /- 

Date 


AT  THREE  TEN  P.M.  CST,  SEPTEMBER  EIGHTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE, 


V cc 


END  PAGE  ONE  EX- 103  fill ^ J0 

6 4s^2?fe 


20  1963 
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RECORDS  OF  THIS  OFFICE  SHOW  THAT 


MORE  DETAILED  INFORMATION  REGARDING  EACH  OF  THESE  THREE 
INDIVIDUALS  WILL  BE  SUBMITTED  BY  THIS  OFFICE  PROMPTLY.  IN  THE 
MEANTIME,  SAC  IS  MAKING  ARRANGEMENTS  'TO  HOLD  CLANDESTINE  MEETING 
THIS  EVENING  FOR  PURP0SE  0F  DETERMINING  WHETHER 

*<3  HE  HAS  ANY  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  WHICH  WOULD  MATERIALLY  ADD 
TO  THE  INFORMATION  HE  PROVIDED  TELEPHONICALLY . STRONGLY 
RECOMMEND  THAT  HIS  IDENTITY  REMAIN  WITHIN  CONFINES  OF  BUREAU 
AND  NOT  DISCLOSED  TO  ANY  OUTSIDE  SOURCE.  RELATIONS  WITH 


END 


■CQRR^— PAGE  3,  LAST  LINE)  0 ~VB  ■CONSIDERED* 
END 

7-56  PM  OK  FBI  WA  LLD 
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omOMAl  fOlM  MO-  ID 


UNITED  STATES  C (jW 

Memorandum 


Mr.  Beimom 


subject: 


0 


date:  9-17-63 


tPBOMB)  tirrmr*  ^ 

1-1*13,  e&t4L  “»TT&JL-) 


■ The  Washington  Field  Office  has  alerted  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Department  and  the  Secret  Service  at  the  White  House. 


The  Washington  Field  Office  will  follow  the  activity  and  furnish 
pertinent  details. 


1 -^Mr,  Mohr 
1 -'Mr.  DeLoach 
1 -«Mr.  Evans 

RBt;cac  i 
(9)  . 
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